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PRONUNCI ATl ON LEARN NG

Xu Chongni ng
Pass Coll ege of Chongqing Technol ogy and Busi ness University

Abstr act

English pronunciation and intonation are vital basic skillsthat remain hardto naster As one of the most
difficult skillsfor ESLstudents English pronunciationis difficult not only for Chinese students but also for
students from other countries whose native language is not English who will show different problens in
learning English pronunciation The survey indicatesthat the suprasegnental features of stress rhythm and
intonation arei mportant to pronunciation fluency and communicative tasks Efforts should be nade to help
students acquire comprehensi ble pronunci ati on and speak i ntelligible and fluent English
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1 Introduction

Pronunciationis anintegral part of Englishlanguagelearning College English Curriculumin China
1999 requiresthe non English major coll ege st udentsto have speaking skills whichinclude pronunci ati on
andintonation The College English Curriculum Requirenents for Trial i mplementation issued by the
Mnistry of Education of Chinain 2004 set threelevels of requirements basicrequirements inter mediate
requirements and higher requirements Both basic level and inter mediate level require the studentsto
have“ clear articulation and basically correct pronunciation and intonation” while the higher |evel
requiresthe studentsto be able to speak English® with certain degree of fluency and accuracy” 2004
The Syllabus of the CET Spoken English Test offers specificrequirements for English pronunciation and
intonation According to the syllabus the full score for speaking wll be partly based on students
pronunciation It requires that students have “ fine pronunciation” but they are allowed to speak
understandabl e English” with some accent of their native language” 1999 So itis clearly indicated
t hat English pronunciation andintonation arei mportant for college students for whether they major in
English or other disciplines they are required to have a good mastery of English pronunciation This
study i nvestigatesthe opinions about pronunciation of studentsfrom different|anguage backgrounds The
studyissignificantinthat theresearchisdonefromthelearners perspective Itis hopedthat theresult of
the study may help teachers of English better understand students struggles their attitudes toward
pronunciation learning and their needs so that teachers can design teaching plans and conduct their
second languagelearning classesto best meet t hese needs

2 Review of Related Research

Duetothei mportant position of pronunciationin the second language learning many researchers
and prof essors have studi ed students attitudestoward pronunciation andtheir subsequent problens wth
| ear ni ng pronunci ati on

Stevick 1982 points out that learners are particularly concerned with the pronunciation of the
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target language and have demands for pronunciation drills Wling 1988 conducts a study of the
| earning strategy preferences of 517 students Hefindsthat masteringthesounds and pronunciation of the
target languageis a high priority for most learners MNunan 1988 alsoreportssi mlar findings

But correct English pronunciation and intonation are not easy to master Qllin 1989 stressesthe
powerful influence of thefirst language onthe efforts of learnersto master t he sound system of asecond
language Swan Smth 1987 present an outline of some of the problens for second | anguage | ear ners
of English

David Nunan devotes a chapter to discussion of masteringthe sounds of thelanguagein his Language
Teaching Mthodology 1991 In the chapter he not only | ooks at some of the theoretical positions
which have been takenin the teaching of pronunciation and explores pronunciation materials but also
triesto find out how pronunciationis taught from a communicative perspective Pennington R chards

1982 review the status of research into the teaching of pronunciation from the point of view of
communicative language teaching and offer recommendations f or teaching pronunciation Hedge 2002
also points out t hat the abilityto produce soundsintelligibleto ot her speakersis part of t he competency of
speaki ng English

As for helpingimprovestudents pronunciation Esling Wng 1983 suggest early training should
be giventothelearners hopingto awaken the young desireto practice Thornbury 1993 supportsthe
idea by further suggesting early activity for adult Spanish |earners of English as a foreign language
Tarone 1974 and Channell 1988 emphasizethat stressisi mportant to understanding solearners need
to know for each word boththestress patternfoundin adictionary and heardin conti nuous speech and be
abletostress words correctlyif they wishto beintelligible Hedge suggeststhat students practicein self
access mode where teachers direct students to fornms of practice they most need and monitor their
activities using the self report formto see how they are doing and what advice they need Wuth an
Increasi ng stress on speaking skill and communicative competence pronunciation teaching and | earning
has drawn the attention of some Chinese scholars researching factors that influencing Chinese students
English pronunciation Li 2000 Yang 2006 \Mn 2007 Fang 2007 Some researchers analyze the
relationshi p bet ween English pronunciation self concept and English pronunciationlearning W\ng 2004
He 2007 Zhu 2005 Some researchers focus on the problens of new college studentsin their English
pronunciation and suggest some waystoimprovetheir pronunciation WWAng Zuo Du 2005 Research
has also been done on the content and met hods of English pronunciationteaching Yun 2000 Shi Ling
2005

However research from the |earners perspective on learning pronunciation is i mted This is
especi all y unfortunate because not many teachers give due e mphasis on pronunciationin teaching English
and many |earners pronunciationis not satisfactory Pronunciation teaching and|earning have not been
popular withteachers and learners Then what isthelearners attitude toward |earning pronunciation
Wiat are efficient and eff ective waystoi mprove pronunciationfromthelearners point of view WWat do
the second |anguage lear ners think of pronunciation teaching at school \Wat do they think of their
pronunciation \Wat problens do they havein their | earning of pronunciation How do they i mprove
t heir pronunciation

Wt h these questionsin mnd the author designed astudy onthe current practice of pronunciation at
a university fromthelearners perspective

3 Research Mt hod

3 1 Subjects

The researchincludes aninterview and a questionnaire survey The subjectsfor theintervieware 11
ESL international students selected at random from different countries Germany Geece Japan
France Belgium Korea Saudi Arabia Milaysia Norway Thailand and Spain all studying at
Monterey Institute of International Studies MIS in QGlifornia and one Chinese student from
Shanghai They were all interviewedintheir spareti me onthe campus of MIS

Theinterviewees verbalizations are audiotaped withtheir per mssion They are at ease whentheir
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speeches are being recorded Thenthetaperecordingisclear and all theinterviewees verbalizations are
transcri bed | ater

I norder to get a more complete picture of the second language |earners pronunciation along wth
theinterview the author conducts a survey among 100 Chinese students of Chongging Technol ogy and
Busi ness University CTBU  They are English majors or non English majors selected at randomin t he
second grade andthird grade at university

3 2 Questions for interviews

Theinterviews are designed to find out what problensstudents from different | anguage background
may have and how they tackletheir difficulties The questions for theinterviews are

1 WWat are your main problensinlearning English pronunciation
2 \Mat doestheteacher dotoi mprove your pronunciation
3 How do youlearn pronunciation See Appendix |

3 3 Questions for the survey

The surveyis designed to find out what Chinese students think of learning pronunciation and their
learning strategies For the survey 100 copies of the questionnaire are distributed to the subjects but
only 98 are returned with answers and the other two are not valid The questionnaire for the survey has
28 questions regarding students attitudes toward pronunciation and ideas towards i mproving See

Appendi x |1
4 The Results

4 1 Problensin common

A problem the interviewees share in common is the pronunciation of some vowel sounds and
di pht hongs which are not found in their native language For example a few students find difficulty
pronounci ng the sound and while some ot hers have difficulty pronouncing d t Vv
depending on which sound does not exist in their mother t ongues

Anot her pheno menon that should be paid attention to English has word stress Native English
speakers use word stress all theti me wthout thinking aboutit I|f one does not speak a word clearly one
can understand the word because of the position of the stress But some ot her | anguages Japanese or
French for example do not have asi mlar word stress The students speak Englishinthe same way as
they speak their nativetongue pronouncing each syllable with equal emphasis That makestheir spoken
English | ess under standabl e

The Chinese student interviewed is also studying at MIS She speaks slowy and clearly andis
cautious with her pronunciation of certain words with“ v” “ th” |ettersin them She also speaks wth
some accent from her nativetongue

4 2 Effect of nativelanguage on their pronunciation

Sincethe students are not native English speakers they speak English with the accents of their
mot her tongues Fromtheinterviews withtheinternational students and Chinese student it can be seen
clearly that masteringthe sound system of asecond|anguage present difficultiesfor ESLstudents Thisis
because t hefirst language has a great i nfluence onthelearners mastering of the sound system of a second
|anguage For those wholearnthelanguage as a second |anguage their accents offer hints about where
they are from and when they learned the |anguage That isto say the first language interferenceis
powerful  This reflects the contrasts between the first and second languages For example the
phonol ogi cal system of Chinese is very different from that of English The places and manners of
articulation of English and Chinese are different Some English phonemes do not have Chinese
equivalents and are hard to learn Qhers resemble L1 phonemes but are not identical to themin
pronunciation and thus cause confusion
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4 3 Geater focus on communicati on

Anot her phenomenon theinterviewer noticesisthat students speak naturally and smoothly wthout
feeling nervous while beinginterviewed eventhoughthey knowthat their speeches are being recorded
They seem to pay more attention to the words they use and ideas they express when answering the
interviewer s questions instead of tryingtospeak wth perfect pronunciation

4 4 Factorsresultingin good pronunciation

The problemin [earning L2 pronunciation also involves some other factors such as amount of
exposure phonetic ahility and psychol ogical factors The Norwegian student intheinterviewfindsit not
very difficult to learn English pronunciation because he has significant exposure to L2 talking wth
English speaking visitors listening to the radio and tapes watching TV and going to the | anguage
| abor atory

4 5 Atitude toward | earning pronunciation

It is believed that better |earning pronunciation takes place when students have positive attit udes
towards both the task and their own method The result of the questionnaire for the survey fromthe
Chinese students Table 1 presentsthestudents attitudetoward|earning pronunciation As many as 82
out of 98 students have astrong desiretoi mprove while 14 wanttoi mprovetheir pronunciation but not
so much Though most students want to i mprove their pronunciation 16 32 do not spend any ti me
practicing their pronunciation and 12 24  only spend 10 mnutes per week on ther pronunciation
practice Concerning whet her the st udents have confidenceintheirlearning pronunciation 32 65 have
the confidencetolearn pronunciation well and morethan half express a belief that they can at |east be
closetothe native English speakersif they dotheir best but 8 16 of thestudents dont think they can
evenif they dotheir best Wth regardtotheir feelings about mstakesin their pronunciation 89 79
students have different degrees of unhappi ness when they have significant pronunciation mstakes while
10 2 do not care As for responses to the teacher s correcting their pronunciation mstakes most
students respond positively They are glad that the teacher points out and correctstheir mstakes

4 6 Activities beneficial toi mproving pronunciati on

The result of the questionnaire also shows students opinion about related activities 64  of the
students think t hat reading al oud after the recorded English material hel psi mprove their pronunciation
74  of thestudentsthinkit helpstoread aloud after theteacher while26 of thestudentsthinkthatit
hel ps but not very much Thestudentsrank eight different activitiesinthe order of degree of hel pful ness
inlearning pronunciation “ Reading aloud after the recorded English material” is on thetop of the list
foll owed by* WMtching English programon TV” and“ Singing English songs” while* Reading al oud after
theteacher” isthe seventhinthelist Thisresult indicatesthat the studentsfindit most helpful toread
al oud after the recorded English by native English speakers

Wen asked whet her the mni pair exercise helpsi mprove pronunciation 36 73 of the students
think that it helps greatly 40 82 findit helpful but not very much while 24 49 dont thinkitis
hel pful at all

As for how much reading hel ps pronunciation students have different opinions 12 24 chose
“ reading phonetic sy mbols aloud” 14 28 chose” readi ng sentences al oud” 18 36 chose” reading
t he whol e passage” and 3 6 chose* reading words phrases aloud” Thisindicatesthat 64 of the
students dont think that itis very helpful to only read words phrases phonetic sy mbols al oudtoi mprove
t heir pronunciation

4 7 Students expectation of their teachers

Wi h respect to what t he st udents expect theteacher to doto helpthemi mprove pronunciation the
students are all owed t o choose more than one among 6 choices Forty four students 44 9 chose* ask
the studentstoread after therecorded speech” Forty eight students 48 98 chose" askthestudentsto
listentotherecorded English by native speakers” Thirty six students 36 73 chose" ask the students
to have free conversation” Twenty four students 24 49 t hought thatitis hel pful t o“ askthestudents
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togive an English speech” Twenty students 20 41 chose” tell in detail howto pronounce each and
every phonetic sy mbol and word” Only 8 students 8 16 chose” ask the studentsto read after the
teacher”

4 8 Activities students havein their pronunciation|earning

I nresponse to“ VWat do you usually doto i mprove your pronunciation ” students answers vary
Mbst studentsimprovetheir pronunciation bylistening and speaking Theylistento English songs native
speakers talk singing English songs watching English TV prograns and seeing English movies

Inthe survey many students expect that the teacher should have standard pronunciation givethe
students more opportunityto practice speaking getthestudentstospeakto one anotherin Englishin class
and hope that the teacher points out difficulty in pronunciation and corrects their mstakes Qite a
number of studentsthinkthat havingsituati onal dial ogues and giving English speeches hel pthemi mprove
their pronunciation and some students expresstheir wishtolearntoread phonetic symbols and f eatures
of stress rhythm etc Some students believethat listeningtothe English test is helpful Some students
hope that the teacher could teach them pronouncing technique and special points such as features of
stress rhythm linking ellipsis etc

5 Discussion and Suggestions

Alinall theresult of the survey shows that both foreign students and Chinese students have some
problensin [earning pronunciation Their first language interferes with English pronunciation They
have difficulty pronouncing certain words and phonetic sy mbolsthat do not existintheir mother t ongues
Many students wish to have a good mastery of pronunciation This corresponds to the findings of the
research on pronunciation thatis “ mastery of the sounds and pronunciation of thetarget |anguageis a
high priority for most learners” MNunan 1988  Thelearners expect teachersto correct their mstakes

Based on the findings of the research theinvestigator suggests the following ways for teaching of
pronunciati on

1 Raising the learners awareness of English pronunciation with related know edge If learners
acquire phonetic and phonological awareness of English they know how to monitor their speech or
empl oy ot her meta cognitive strategies At the beginning of thestudents |earning theteacher may give
cl ear and concise expl anations and descriptions of pronunciation phenomenasothat t hestudents knowt he
difference between their native tongue and the foreign language they arelearning This can raise the
| ear ners awar eness of English pronunciation and encourage themto produce English that is clearer and
more comprehensible \Wen the |earners have difficulties pronouncing certain sounds the teacher can
treat t he sounds specifically and point out the diff erence between English sounds and the si mlar soundsin
L1 sothat thelearners are aware of the differences and pay special attentiontothem when pronounci ng
t he English sounds

2 Some elementsfor pronunciation fl uency cannot beignored “ Itis difficult to master phonol ogical
aspects of alanguage wthout some form of repetitive drilling” Nunan 1991 The students need to
practice step by step el ements such aslinking reduction word and sentence stress intonation ellipsis
consonant replacements and inflectional endings Mni mal pair practice for both consonants and vowels
could also be included in the pronunciation teaching Especially at an early stage of |earning
pronunciation mni mal pair exercises are still helpful especially to those students wth difficulties
disti nguishing some sounds “ (etting your studentstolearn and practice correct wordstressis arelatively
easy way toi mprovetheir pronunciation” Knight O Neil Hayden 2004 Many | anguages do not use
word stress while word stressis keyto understandi ng spoken English English speakers use word stressto
communicate rapidly and accurately evenin difficult conditions They vary their stress rhythm and
intonationtosignal different attitudesinreal communication and the suprasegmental features of stress
rhythmand intonation play an i mportant part in oral communication Practice of word and sentence
stress rhythmandintonation are veryi mportantin pronunciationfluency Soemphasisshould begivento
suprasegmental features of stress rhythmandintonation

3 Theteacher can provide a variety of exercises and activities from controlled practice such as
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listening and production exercises concerning the shift of intonation and stress signaling attitudinal
difference to more student generated exercises including dialogues paragraph readings short
presentations picture descriptions andinterview exercises The step by step exercises and activities may
bring the students from the stage of word phrase sentence to discourselevel pronunciation from
controll ed cognitively based perfor manceto automatic skill based perfor mance which enablethelearners
toinvolvethenselvesininteractive activities and enablethemto get communicative fluency

4 Based onthe belief* Pronunciation forns a natural link to ot her aspects of language use such as
listening vocabulary " Pennington Richards 1986 there should be interdependence and mutual
reinforcement of pronunciation and listening Listening practice must be an integral part of
pronunciation Listening exercises can include “ listening for and marking a particular aspect of
pronunciation” * filling in the blanks listening for a particular feature” “ listening and repeati ng”
“ creating sentences for ot her studentsto repeat” “ creating questionsfor ot her studentsto answer”

5 It must berememberedthat” part of speakingthe Englishlanguage competentlyisthe abilityto
produce its soundsin waysthat areintelligibleto other speakers” G nson Cutterden 2001  The goal
of I earning pronunciationisintelligibility and communicative effectiveness not native speaking mastery
Therefore thestress should be on developing intelligible and acceptable pronunciation Mbre emphasis
should be placed on global learning WMen the students speak complete sentences they may get
t henselves across evenif they have some problens with individual phonetic sounds In a word efforts
should be made to help the students acquire comprehensible pronunciation and to help themto have
correct pronunci ation and speak intelligible and fluent English

6 Itisadvisableto have the studentslistento the recording of native English speakers as much as
possibl e and i mtate what they say The material ranges fromrecordedtal ks speeches conversations of
the native English speakersto English songs movies and TV prograns by native English speakers The
|earners can have much funini mprovingtheir pronunciation with avariety of listeningresources There
Is no doubt that the more learners are exposedto the native English speakers speaking of English the
better their pronunciation wll become

7 It is better not tointerrupt fluency activitiesin order to correct pronunciation errors Instead
wite mspronounced words or words containing a problem sound on the board after an activity and
have students mark the correct stress and practi ce pronouncingthem

8 Learning pronunciationis alongtermtask The teaching of pronunciation must be patient and
persistent throughout the whole process of learning It isimportant to keepthe students aware of their
pronunciation and constantly self correct and i mprove their pronunciati on spontaneously

9 In teaching pronunciation students needs should be considered Studentsin a class may have
different competency levels |earning speeds or expectations Each student should be regarded as an
individual with his her own special needs and problens The teacher can conduct a students needs
analysis to prompt the students to reflect upon their learning strategies |anguage needs |earning
enjoy ment motivation |anguage strengths and weaknesses Know ng the special needs and problens of
each student theteacher can helpthem work out a practical way of i mprovingtheir pronunciation

6 Concl usion

Like other English skills English pronunciation and intonation is i mportant for efficient
communication Itis a basicskill required of studentsintheir Englishlearning Butitis difficult to have
a good mastery of correct English pronunciation and intonation However students from different L1
backgrounds have different problens None of the 12 interviewees has a nativelike pronunciation but
their pronunciationisintelligible Even native English speakers have different accents when t hey speak
English It is al most i mpossible to expect the ESL students to have one hundred percent accurate
pronunciation So as one of the most difficult skills for ESL students pronunciation andintonationis
difficult not only for the Chinese students but also for students speaki ng ot her |anguages Students whose
nativelanguageis not English have different problensinlearning English pronunciation Englishlearners
understand the i mportance of having correct natural pronunciation and desire to i mprove their
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pronunciation There are efficient ways to successfully i mprove their pronunciation The teachers can
adapt diverse strategies for teaching pronunciation The suprasegmental features of stress rhythm and
intonation arei mportant to pronunciation fluency and communicative tasks Efforts should be madeto
hel p the students acquire comprehensible pronunciation and to speak intelligible and fluent English
Hopefully the result of this research provides some insight into the students problens and needs in
pronunciationlearningsothattheteachers can adjust their teaching met hodstotheindividual needs of t he
students
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Appendi x |

| nterviews
Interview 1 A student from France

English words and French words are si mlar Someti mes | can guess the meaning of English words
withthe know edge of French but | dont know howto pronouncethem | pronounce English words wth
strong French accent It sespecially very hardfor meto pronounce and W dont havethesetwo
soundsin French In French there are no close di pht hongslike ai au i Wien French people
speak English with these di phthongs they sound as if they are speaking French |n the high school
teachers of English may have sound know edge of English grammar but they are not good at English
pronunciation They pay more attention to English grammar and vocabulary etc | improve my
pronunciation by listeningtothe radio native speakers talk and watching TV Also |l ve foundit very
hel pful to have my speech recorded and thenlistentotherecording sothat I canfind out what s wong
with my pronunciation what mstake I have made and what problem | haveinintonation

Interview 2 A student from Geece

My L2 pronunciationlearningsuffersfrom muchinterferencefrom my nativelanguage In English
oneletter may be pronouncedin different ways or may not be pronounced at all accordingtoits position
For example inthe word“ knife”* k” is not pronounced andtheletter® c¢” may be pronounced k or

s Butin Geek we dont have so many sound changes V¥ have only one sound corresponding to one
graph presentation In Geek there are nolong vowelssuch as i As for consonants we have no
sound VM only have s Soitis hardfor meto distinguish bet ween and s In Geek letter“r”is
al ways pronounced Wththefirstlanguageinterference Qeekstudentstendto pronounce r whenever
it appearsin an English word Actuallyit should not be pronouncedin some cases

Teachers usually ask the students to repeat and i mtate correct English sounds At the university
level students dosome mni mal pair exercises For me I1think listeningtothetape and native speakers
talksis effective | can get usedtotheir pronunciation andtrytoi mtate

Interview 3 A student from Belgium

M first languageis Flemsh It is a dialect The official languageis Dutch Inlearning English
pronunciation | have difficulty pronouncing and because we have not these soundsin Flemsh
These t wo sounds are not natural to me | always pronounce d when | should say Teachers
someti mes focus on t he pronunciation of English They just repeat thesounds difficult for the studentsto
pronounce and ask t he studentsto repeat also That hel psto some extent At college | had ateacher of
English He did well inteaching us English pronunciation He taught the students English pronunciati on
by exaggerating the sounds and asked usto repeat andi mtate | think that helps alot

Interview 4 A student from Korea

Koreanis different from Englishin pronunciation In Korean thelast sound of the wordis al ways
pronounced withstress —wth a vowel sound Sothe Korean students usually add vowel sounds at t he end
of the wordin English Forinstance they pronounce* church” not t t but t ti Asfor me | often

make mstakesin articulating p and f Wien | should pronounce p | pronounce f and when |
come across f I pronounce p Iltryto pay attentiontothe problem and get rid of it by i mtating
| mtationisthe best way 1think | improve my pronunciation also by listeningto the native speakers

radio and watching TV
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Interview 5 A student from Saudi Arabi a

Arabic and English have different phonol ogical systens both in the sounds used as well asin the
emphasis placed on vowels and consonantsin expressing meanings | havedifficulty distinguishing v and
f and p and b becausethedifference between v and f and b and p doesnt existin our
language V¥ only have f and b sounds | often make mstakesin pronouncingthesesounds V¥start
English learning at high school Teachers do not focus onthe details of | anguage such as pronunci ati on
Their stressis onthe basic structure of English nly thosestudents whose major is English pay attention
t o pronunciati on

As for me the best waytoi mprove my pronunciationistorepeat and comparethe different sounds
Mni mal pair exercises are helpful 1 believe after thissummer course | can do well in my pronunciati on
because | practice alot

Interview 6 A student from Nor way

| have 8 years Englishlearning experience enerally speaking | dontthinkitisvery difficult for
ustolearn English pronunciation There aretworeasons First we have many meanstolearn English
Radio prograns movies TV prograns |anguage |abs are very convenient And we have many
English speaking tourists and visitors who cannot speak Norwegian so we must speak English to
communicate withthem Second Norwegian and English are quitesi mlar esp thesentenceis madein
the same way O course we cant translate Norwegian into English word by word Nor wegi an
al phabet isthe same as English but has different pronunciation It seensthatto pronounce Englishletters
Is easier thanto pronounce Norwegianletters Because Norwegian sounds are quitesharp involving more
changes Anyhow | also havesome problensinlearningthough not bhigones In Norwegian eachletter
has only one sound If one word consists of different letters we just utter the sound of each letter
Englishis variable Oneletter may have different pronunciationsin different positions Thatissomewhat
confusing The teacher asks us to read to speak to listen to the radio and tapes to i mprove our
pronunciation Also we have glossaries V¥ read and re read after the teacher The teachers pay more
attentionto our conversation ability |If the student makes some mstake when speaking the teacher
doesnt correct someti mes The way the teacher speaks afterward gives a clue to whet her t he student s
pronunciationis wong or correct

Interview 7 A student from Milaysia

Many of the Milaysian words are borrowed from English But they are spelt and sound differently
For example “ sains” is borrowed fromthe English word“ science” and“ talivisen” from“ television” in
English but the word*“ sains” sound somewhat like"“ science” but not exactly The Milay word for
television “ talivisen” does not sound exactly liketelevision especiallythelast syllable

In Mhlay there are no consonantslike Someti mes thestudentsfindit difficult
to pronounce these sounds and they pronounce these words wth these sounds wth the heavy Milay
accent Thereis alot of soundin Milay Ml aysianstendto pronounce soundinthespeech For
example whentheysay” yes” they do not pronounceit as jes Insteadthey pronounceit as |j They
alsotendtoendtheir sentence with lah whentheyshouldnot sayit withthesound For example They
say“ |l amgoingtoschool ” ai mgui t skullah

Interview 8 A student from Thailand

Thai is atonal | anguage VM have fivetones for words which arei mportant to decidethe meaning

of thesentence In Thaithereareno r As for intonation English sounds musical
V¥ have no rising intonationin yes no question All these factors give us much difficulty in |earning
English pronunciation VM can hardly distinguish r and | v and w Teachers ask usto do some

mni mal pair exercises read after them and practice alot That seens hel pful
Interview 9 A student from Spain

The Spanish and English consonant systens are quite si mlar but the vowel systens and sentence
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stressaredifferent Spanishintonationisflat while English hasriseandfall VM have difficultylearning
Englishintonation Alsoitis hard for usto pronounce and because we have not such soundsin
Spanish VW learn English pronunciation throughlistening i mtating and repeating exercises

Interview 10 A student from Chi na

Mbst Chinese studentstend to have difficulties with the English u e for they are
influenced by the Chinese vowels u e 0o which are very different fromthe English vowls The
students alsofindit difficult to pronounce v becauset hereis not any soundin Chinese which
isclosetothemanditis acommon mstake for thestudentsto pronounce v as w is as dis and

t as dis or dt Teachers providesome mni mal pair exercisesfor usto practice especially at an
early stage of | earning pronunciation They also present usthesi mple description of sounds Theteachers
focusseensto beonimtation For me |1 didalot of mnimal pair exercises when |l first|learned English
But I didnt pay much attentiontotheintonationandrhythm Thatis why I nowcan pronouncei ndividual
wor ds of English correctly but myintonationis poor

Interview 11 A student fromJapan

CGenerally speaking Japanese students have problemin pronouncing Vv r because in
Japanese we do not havethesesounds |n highschool teachers drew pictures of the mouthto explain how
the tongue and!ips work and how welet air go They actually didnt teach us pronunciation at all Now
things are changing Some native speakers have come to Japan and there are many schools offering
English conversation courses In my case | like English I think pronunciation is very i mportant in
|earning English | i mprove my pronunciation by listening to the radio watching TV seeing fil nms
There are many kinds of sources | can useto improve my pronunciation |t seemns that 1 am better in
English pronunciati on than ot her Japanese students |n addition speakingis most difficult for Japanese
students |t hassomethingto do wthlanguagelearning ability Somestudents who major in English cant
speak English

Interview 12 A student from CGer many

In English not all letters of every word are pronounced there are words withsilentletters e g in
“ knight” the wordinitial “ k” is silent In contrast in Grman all |etters are pronounced e g in
“ Kneipe” which means* pub” the wordinitial“ k” is pronounced Therefore Ger man speakers woul d
have tolearn whichletter in which English words shoul d remain sil ent

In general in English sound doesnt al ways correspond to spelling e g the pronunciation of
“ photograph” as a wordinitselfisdifferent from whenit for ns part of thelonger word“ photography”
Ger man has more regular sound spelling correspondence so“ foto” meaning“ photograph” noun is
pronouncedin the same way even asit forns part of the larger word“ fotografieren” meaning“ to
phot ograph”

Therefore Ger man speakers woul d havetolearntoidentifythe differing word stress patterns present
in English

There are also soundsin Ger man that are not foundin English

Ger man contains more guttural sounds e g the guttural pronunciation in Ger man of the* ch”
sequencein the word“ Bach” which means" stream” andthe“ ch” sequenceinthe word“ Ich” meaning
“ 1" Thus English speakers would generally pronounce the same word“ Bach” without attributing a
guttural quality tothe* ch” sequencein the word

Li ke ot her languages that use the Latin al phabet Grman attributesits own set of sounds to the
letters* a” to“ z” so Ger man speakers would haveto memorizethe sound qualitiesthat English attaches
toitsal phabet The Ger man al phabet also containsletters not foundin English includingthe a Umaut”
or* A” in“ Universit At” meaning“ university” the“ o Umaut” or“ A” in* Schr Ader” whichis the
surname of the current Ger man chancellor “ u Umaut” or“ A” in“ universitat” meaning“ books”
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Students Feedback to Their Pronunci ati on Lear ni ng

Appendi x |1

The survey

Table 1 Students attitudetoward their pronunciation|earning

Yes very

Yes but not

much very much No
1 Do you want to improve your 82 14
pronunciati on 83 67 14 29
2 Do you believe that if you do your 32 56 8
best you can have a pronunciation 32 65 57 14 8 16
as a native English speaker
Very happy Happy Dont care
3 How do you feel when you hear 84 12 2
yourself speaking English with good 85 71 12 24 2 04
pronunciati on
4 How do you feel when people 48 30 20
compli ment your pronunciati on 48 98 30 61 20 41
Very unhappy Dont care
unhappy
5 How do you feel when you have 12 76 10
significant pronunciation mstakes 12 24 77 55 10 2
Have a Vnt t o Dont care
strong desire  havethe much
to havethe same good
same good pronunci ati on
pronunciation put dont
have not
strong
desire
6 How do you feel when you hear 80 18
others speak English wth good 81 63 18 38
pronunciation
dad Not very glad Embarrassed
7 How do you feel when the teacher 82 12 4
corrects your pronunciation 83 67 12 24 4 08
mst akes
One hour Half an hour ~ Ten mnutes  None at al
8 How many hours do you spend each 36 30 12 16
week i mproving your pronunciati on 36 73 30 61 12 24 16 32
Table 2 Students opinions of activitiesthat help themi mprovetheir pronunciation
Yes very Yes but not Not at all
much very much
1 Does listening to English songs help i mprove 40 52 4
pronunciati on 41 81 53 06 4 08
2 Does singing English songs help improve 34 56 6
pronunciati on 34 69 57 14 6 12
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Yes very Yes but not Nbt at all
much very much
3 Does reading al oud after the recorded English 62 28 6
mat erial hel pi mprove pronunciati on 65 31 28 57 6 12
4 Does watching English program on TV help 54 36 6
| mprove pronunci ati on 57 14 36 73 6 12
5 Does seeing English movies help i mprove 42 50 4
pronunciation 42 86 53 06 4 08
6 Does reading aloud after the teacher help 48 24 24
| mprove pronunci ati on 48 98 26 53 24 49
7 Does having situation dial ogues help i mprove 40 50 6
pronunciati on 40 82 53 06 6 12
8 Does the teachers explaining how to 52 30 12
pronounce phonetic symbols help improve 53 06 32 65 12 24
your pronunciation
9 Does it help to i mprove pronunciation when 36 38 22
the teacher asks you to do the“ mni pair” 36 73 40 82 24 49
exercise
10 Does phonetic know edge help improve 20 34 2
pronunciati on 20 41 36 73 2 04

24

conti nued fromyp 128

81

90
10

90

49

108

120



