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Abstract

The present study examned the status quo of Chinese non English ng or undergraduates out of class
co mputer and net wor k assisted aut ono mous Englishlearning AEL andtriedto present aclear picture of their
aut ono mouslearningsituation 345 non English na or undergraduates were askedtoreport their computer and
net wor k assisted AEL attitude and behavior viaa questionnaire The findingsrevealedthat non English najor
under graduates generally hel d very positive attitude but exhibited only moderate frequency of computer and
net wor k assisted AEL behavior outside of class Their attitude and behavior were significantly and positively
correlated but the correlation was not very high Suggestions on enhanci ng students autonomy in college
English teachi ng were subsequently discussed
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1 Introduction

Inthe field of second foreign|anguage education l|earner autonomy one of the ulti mate goals of
education has been greatly promoted ever sincethe 1980s and a grow ngliterature has been devel oped on
it One focus of thestudiesiscomputer and net work assisted aut onomous Englishlearning AEL  With
t he devel opment of computer science and the establishment of self access | anguage learning centers
|earners have been exposed to a more facilitative learning environment It is believed that new
technology in particular computer net works hasthe potential toincreaselearner autonomy when used
appropriately Large amounts of experi ments and studies have been carried out tointegrate the use of
computer and network intothelanguagelearning curriculum

However most of the studies on computer and network assisted AEL merely focused on the
devel oping of in class learner autonomy As a matter of fact alarge proportion of students |anguage
| ear ni ng goes on outsi de of the classroom and how students regulate this aspect of [earningis crucial to
t heir success aslanguagelearners Horwitz 1987 Inaddition inthecontext of China duetothe nature
of traditional classroominstruction and large class size regular college English classes still follow the
prevailinglecture based teaching style where students do not enjoy much autonomy Thelearninginself
access centersisalsorequired controlled or monitored by theteacher indicatingstudents | ow aut onomy
or only“ reactive autonomy” Littlewood 1999 76 Contrastively students out of classindependent
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learning takes place in a situation where they are totally responsible for all of the learningrelated
decisions as well as the i mplementation of those decisions Dickinson 1993 Thus the present study
al med to probeinto non English major undergraduates out of class computer and network assisted AEL
particularly their attitude towardsit and actual AEL behavior utilizing computer and net wor k

2 Literature review

Holec s definition of learner autonomy “ the capability of taking charge of ones own |earning”
1981 4  provided the theoretical framework for the future researchinthe field Athough later on
Little 1991 Dickinson 1993 Benson 1997 and Littlewood 1996 put forward definitionsintheir
ownter ng thecoreisstill that thelearner takes charge of or isresponsible for his her ownlearning a
noti on based on such theoretical foundations as humanism Rogers 1969 citedin W/Ilians Burden
2000 35 constructivism  Benson 1997 21 and positivism Benson 1997 33 Wt h the
establish ment of the concept how toincrease or foster |earner autonomy became the central concern
Under such a concern the relationships between |earner autonomy and some related factors e g the
teacher srole beliefs and attitudes motivation learning environment culture language proficiency
etc  have beeninvestigated either through t heoretical analysis or using empirical studies

Attitude towards autonomous learning one of the psychol ogical characteristics that predispose
|earnersto undertake responsibility for their ownlearning Long 1994 Little 1999 has beenstudiedto
analyze fromt he affective perspective howlearners developtheir autonomy Cotterall 1995 suggested a
si x di mensi onal construct underlying students attitude towards AEL by means of a questionnaire study
Broady 1996 tentatively concludedthat differenttypes of i ndividuals mght have distinct sets of attitude
towards AEL Gan 2004 foundthat |earners attitudetoself directedlearning mght exert an effect on
| anguage | earning outcomes through the mediation of strategies MNonetheless no empirical studies have
been doneto verify the relationshi ps bet ween attitude and AEL behavior letting alone studiesin this
aspect with Miinland Chinese English|earners asthesubjects

To helplearnerseffectively engagein aut onomous|earning |earner training has become a prevailing
strategy appliedinlanguage prograns e g Yang 1998 Mctori  Lockhart 1995 Zhang 2004 Inthe
meanti me wththerapid devel op ment of computer science andincreasing popul arizati on of t hel nter net
theintegration of the use of new technol ogy into |anguage learning curriculuns has been explored and
studies have reported positive effects both abroad e g Mirray Kouritzin 1997 Murray 1999 Yumuk
2002 Luke 2006 andin China e g Lianget al 2005 Chenet al 2005 Huang 2005 Jin et al 2005
Yu 2006 However most of the studies merely focused on how a computer and network assisted
| anguage | earning program itself could effectively upgrade students autonomy and language | earning
outcome Learners who are and should bethe mainroleinlearner autonomy studies have beenlargely
ignored and few i nvestigati ons have concentrated on studyi ng such | earner variables as st udents attitude
towards AEL and the use of computer and network in AEL students actual behavior of AEL or
computer and network assisted AEL students AEL competence students general |anguage | earning
strategy preferences in carrying out AEL and students motivation in AEL etc ©Mbreover most
previous st udies confinedtotheli mtedti me and scope of classroom aut onomy promotion wth students
out of class AEL either with or without the hel p of hightechnol ogy receivinglittle attention

Ever since 2004 the extensive use of advanced information technology in English teaching and
| earning has been encouraged and explicitly stated in the College English Curriculum Requirements in
China Under such acircunstance andinlight of theli mtationsin previous studies discussed above itis
of greati mportanceto have a clear understandi ng of what attitude non English major undergraduates hold
t owards computer and net wor k assisted AEL.and what types of behavior they employin out of class AEL
assisted by computer and net work The research questions of t he present study are

1 Wiat types of out of class computer and net work assisted AEL attitude and behavior do the
sampl e non English major undergraduatesreport to have

2 \Wat relationship if any exists bet ween the participants out of class computer and net work
assisted AEL attitude and behavior
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3 Method

3 1 Participants

345 non English major undergraduates from Huazhong University of Science and Technol ogy
HUST a national top university in Wihan participatedin the study Among them 329 completed
t heir questionnaires validly theresponserate resultingin 91 4 Questionnaires that chosethe mddle
point C all through for the sake of finishing thetask of doingthe questionnaire were excluded asinvalid
sincethey would not be ableto reflect the subjects real thoughts and actionsintendedto be examnedin
the study The sample consisted of 224 males 68 1 and 105females 31 9 intheir thirdsemester
of for mal English study at university Athough they were not randomy selected due to admnistrative
problens theresearcherstriedtoinclude students scattered among as many majors as possible such as
Computer Science Telecommunication and Electronics Civil Engineering Architecture Mathe matics
Mechanics Chinese Language and Literature Economcs etc

3 2 Instrunents

Since there was no readyto useinstrument for the ai m of the present study a questionnaire was
designed on t he basis of t heoretical i nput suggestedintheliterature Cotterall 1995 \Mrschauer 1996b
Li 2005 first handinfor mation derivedfromtheresearcher steachi ng experi ence and observations and
discussions and interviews wth teachers as well as students To ensure accurate clear and quick
understanding of the specificitens the questionnaire was for matted in Chinese the subjects mother
tongue It consisted of three parts Part 1 aimed to acquire the participants personal infor mati on
including gender ownership of a computer accessibility to the Internet and Intranet e g HUST
Campus Network andti me devoted to AEL outside the classroom each week Part 2 centered on their
attitude t owar ds out of class AEL aided by computer and net work and Part 3 their actual computer and
net wor k assisted AEL behavior types outside the classroom Except for Part 1 the participants were
requiredtorespondtotheitensin Part 2 along afive point Likert scale where A strongly disagree B

disagree C neither agree nor disagree D agree E  strongly agreeandtotheitensin Part 3
also along afive point Likert scale where A | never dothis B Iseldomdothis C | someti mesdo
this D | often dothis and E | al ways do this

The questionnaires were admnistered to the studentsin regular class ti me and they took about 15
mnutestocomplete Priortotheadmnistration students were assuredthat t here were noright or wong
answers and t hat t heir responses woul d not be submttedtotheir Englishteachers andt herefore woul d not
affect their assessment inthe English course |n addition theresearchers especially madeit clear that all
Infor mati on about them woul d be kept strictly confidential and only used for research pur poses Suchtwo
measures weretakenin orderto mni mzethe possibility for theresponse bias After all the questionnaires
were completed and coll ected the data were keyboarded into the computer and the reliability analysis
was first conducted to check the internal consistency For the Qut of class Computer and Net worKk
assisted AEL Attitude Scale henceforth the Attitude Scale the Cronbach s coefficient alphais O 809
and for the Qut of class Computer and Network assisted AEL Behavior Scale henceforth the Behavior
Scale 0 893 Both are high enoughto assurethe reliability of the scales

Because bot h scales were devel oped by the researchers for this particular study factor analysis was
employed to measure their construct validity Through principal component analysis wth vari max
rotation 4 factors were extracted for the Attitude Scal e accounting for 53 405 of the variance The
soluti on appearsin Table1l Factor 1 with 8itensincluded can be named as* Advantages of computer and
net wor k” Factor 2 with 4itensincluded* Learning difficultiesincomputer and network assisted AEL”
Factor 3 with 3itens included* General perception of AEL” and Factor 4 with also 3 itens included
“ Disadvantages of computer and net wor k” The specificitens of the scale arelistedinthe Appendix
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Tablel Rotated Component Mitrix a Of the Qut of class Computer

AEL Attitude Scal e

and Net work assisted

Co mponent
1 2 3 4
A6 772 115 127 031
All 708 048 067 076
A5 670 003 160 273
A4 609 199 334 205
A9 582 261 112 134
Al3r 552 036 050 417
Al0 539 108 215 151
Al5 441 210 210 023
Al18r 137 821 012 184
Al9r 115 805 001 097
AlT7r 94E 005 731 085 333
A20r 117 369 108 345
Al 120 088 830 027
A2 130 111 807 060
A3 227 417 570 104
Al4r 128 130 057 766
Al2r 045 147 144 641
ATr 039 375 092 517

For the Behavior Scale again 4 factors were extracted which accounted for 56 564
variance The solution appearsin Table 2 Factor 1 consisting of 9itens can be named as* AEL viathe
Use of the communicative function of network”
consisting of 3 itens“ AEL facilitating classroom study” and Factor 4 with 3 itens“ AEL for good

I nternet” Factor 2 consisting of 5itens”

grades”  The specificitens of thescale arelistedinthe Appendix

Table 2 FRotated Component ©Matrix a of the Qut of class Co mputer

AEL Behavior Scale

and Net wor k assisted

Co mponent
1 2 3 4

B29 687 192 292
B38 686 238 355
B41 679 116 114

B21 660 337

B28 615 159 408 161
B30r 597 154

B27 572 173

B37 560 454 294
B26r 554 180 218 133
B34 110 759 141 153
B33 694 140 178
B32 689 268 243
B36 293 680 214 112
B35 172 662 190 341
B22 383 703

B23 307 176 649 419
B40 445 547 126
B24 109 164 806
B25 348 285 349 478
B39 429 329 465
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3 3 Anal yses

After all the data were rightly coded and processed using the SPSS 13 0 the means and standard
deviations of all thefactorsin bothscales werecalculatedtoidentifythe overall characteristicsconcerning
the partici pants reported out of class computer and network assisted AEL attitude and behavior Then
correl ati ons bet ween t he t wo variables and among t he specific factors were computed to examne their
relationshi ps

4 Results

Among the 329 participants 69 0 own a computer and 92 4  have very easy access to the
I nternet and I ntranet About half of themreportedtospendlessthan 3 hours a week on AEL outsidethe
class while 33 7 devote bet ween 4 and 7 hours a week and 14 3 put aside morethan one hour a day
So by andlarge the participants averagely allocate around 4 hours a week for their out of class AEL

4 1 Qut of class computer and network assisted AEL attitude

Table 3 gives an overall picture of students attitude towards out of class computer and net work
assisted AEL Alongthefive point Likert scale averages of 3 5 or higher are generally consi dered high
use or positive attitude averagesof 2 53 4 medium use or medi um degree of support and averages of 2
4 or |ower | ow use or | ow degree of support Oxford Burry Stock 1995 As displayedin Table 3 the
respondents reported reasonably strong support 3 4210 closeto 3 5 for out of class AEL assisted by
computer and network Particularly inrespect of their general perception of AEL Factor 3 a quite
high degree of agreement and complete agreement M 4 2097 was yielded For instance theytended
to assume the responsibility of |earning English on their own no matter what environment they arein
recognize thei mportance of doing so and build confidencein their ability to carry out effective AEL
Likewise theyidentifiedstrongly withthe advantages of computer and net work Factor 1 in out of class
AEL holding that authentic English materialsintrigue their interest inlearning English that videos
pictures games and flashes containedin computer and network attract themto English learning and
that no anxiety would be aroused when studying before a computer and in the network compared wth
cl assroom/| earning

In contrast with the favorable general perception of AEL and the positive attitude towards the
advantages of computer and network the respondents exhibited relatively less positive attitude t owards
overcomngthelearning difficultiesin computer and network assisted AEL as well asthe disadvantages
of computer and network This mayindicatethat whenstudents effort must beinvolvedinsuitingthe use
of computer and network to their needs and in overcomng possible learning difficulties and
disadvantages their worries inabilities and reluctance would all come out as hindrance to their
psychol ogi cal preparation and readiness for the application of the new technology In addition it was
found that for them the disadvantages regarding external facilitieslike breakdowns of computer huge
quantities of learning materials and ti me consumng process of searching work were not soirritating as
their concern for suchlearning difficultiesincomputer and network assisted AEL asthe mxture of both
good and badlearning materials harsh difference bet ween textbook Englishlearnedin class and aut hentic
English encountered onthe Internet lack of systematic structure for English study andlarge quantities
of distracting materials

Table 3 Attitude Towards Qut of class Computer and Net work assisted AEL

Factors N Mni mum Maxi mum Mean Std Deviation
ATotal 329 2 35 5 00 3 4210 40828
AFactorl 329 2 13 5 00 3 6957 53225
AFact or 2 329 125 5 00 2 6413 67242
AFact or3 329 1 33 5 00 4 2097 62218
AFact or4 329 1 00 5 00 3 2128 69550

4 2 Qut of class computer and network assisted AEL behavior
Inregardtothe Behavior Scale Table 4 showsthat the mean for thetotal AEL behavioris merely a
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little higher than the score designated for mediumuse M 2 5302 andis far lower than the score
obtained in the Attitude Scale indicating a trend of “ positive attitude but moderate actions and
behaviors” amongthe students To be more specific among the four behavioral factors only AEL via
thelnternet Factor 1  achieved higher inthe range of mediumuse M 2 9645  which suggestsin
turnthat thelnternet doesplay a partinthestudents out of class AEL Onthe other hand thestudents
use of the communicative function of network Factor 2 received the lowest score M 1 9781

I mplying that this power of net work has beenlargely neglectedin their AEL outsidethe classroom For
instance consultingthe English teacher via e mail either in English or Chinese exchanging e mailsin
English with e pals on thelnternet for communi cation and witing practice chatting onthelnternet and
ot her net work with either native English speakers or other |earners of English all these functions are
seldom made use of by the studentsto facilitate their English learning for the i mproving of productive
skills

Rel atively speaking therespondents have shown more behaviorsin AELfacilitati ng classr oo mstudy
Factor 3 and AEL for good grades Factor 4 Mich new or unknown infor mation was reportedto be
collected and downl oaded via computer and network to complete assignments Understandi ng of class
topics was reported to be enriched wth the help of computer and network for fruitful and active
classroomstudy After class homewor k was reportedto be submtted via e mail and CD RCOM provi ded
in compliance with College English textbooks were reported to be accessed for preview review or self
study Authentic as well assi mul ated test papers of various Englishtests onthelnternet werereportedto
be utilized in daily practice for good grades However although the respondents AEL facilitating
classroomstudy and for good grades werereportedto be of relatively higher use theystill fall withinthe
category of low use the mean score being only 2 4 and 2 2 respectively

Table 4 Behavior of Qut of class Computer and Network assisted AEL

Factors N Mni mum Maxi mum Mean Std Deviation
BTot al 329 1 00 4 40 2 5302 58780
BFact or1 329 1 00 5 00 2 9645 70293
BFact or 2 329 1 00 5 00 1 9781 73948
BFact or 3 329 1 00 5 00 2 4326 77582
BFact or 4 329 1 00 4 67 2 2452 76154

4 3 Relationship bet ween out of class computer and net work assi sted AEL attitude and behavi or

In order to examne the relationship bet ween out of class computer and network assisted AEL
attitude and behavior Pearsons product moment correlation analysis was conducted As displayed in
Table 5 statistically significant relationship was found between the two variables The positive
correlation indicates that the students who held stronger beliefs about AEL and displayed stronger
interest in making use of hightechnologyin AEL were morelikelyto report higher frequency of AEL
behaviors using computer and net work outside the classroom It is consistent withthe findings yieldedin
previousresearch studieslike Gan 2004 However the correlationis not very high suggesting that
positive attitudeto AEL. andthe use of computer and net workis not sufficient for t he actual application of
themin day to day AEL practice out of class

Table5 Correlations Betweenthe Attitude Total and Behavior Total

ATot al BTot al
ATot al Pearson Correlation 1 420
Sig 2tailed 000
BTot al Pearson Correlation 420 1
Sig 2tailed 000

Correlationissignificant at the O 01 level 2taled

Table 6 showsin more detail therelationshi ps among specific attitudi nal and behavioral factors The
most outstandingfindingisthattherespondents attitudetowardsthe advantages of computer and net work
and their general perception of AEL in the Attitude Scale exert relatively more effect on their actual
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computer and network assisted AEL which suggeststhat the more mentally autonomous and the more
positive and favor abl e attitude t hey hol dt owardst he advantages of using computer and network for AEL
the morethey wll engagein actual computer and network assisted AEL out of class Anot her interesting
findingisthat the respondents AEL viathe Internet and their AEL facilitating classroom study in the
Behavi or Scale are more affected by their attitude than the ot her t wo behavioral factors i mplying that
t hese t wo types of AEL behavior aretosome extent more deter mned by their mental i dentification wth
t he hel pful ness of computer and network in English|earning

Table 6 Correlations Amongthefactors of the Attitude Scal e and Behavior Scale

ATot al AFactorl AFact or 2 AFact or 3 AFactor4

BTot al Pearson Correl ation 420 348 294 340 113
Sg 2tailed 000 000 000 000 041

BFactorl Pearson Correl ation 446 404 281 360 128
Sg 2tailed 000 000 000 000 020

BFactor2 Pearson Correl ation 260 157 222 153 110
Sg 2tailed 000 004 000 006 046

BFact or3 Pearson Correl ation 339 311 222 300 025
Sg 2tailed 000 000 000 000 646

BFactor4 Pearson Correl ation 162 103 147 201 021
Sg 2tailed 003 062 007 000 707

Correlationissignificant at the O 01 level 2 tailed
Correlationissignificant at the O 05level 2 tailed

5 Discussions and i mplications for pedagogy

Alinall agap was found to exist between the partici pants responsesin the Behavior Scale and
Attitude Scale Though they reportedto hold strongly favorable attitude towards out of class co mputer
and net work assisted AEL their behavior did not goin accordance with their positivethinking Such a
gap may indicate that positive AEL attitude does not al ways guarantee corresponding AEL behavior
among the Chinese non English major undergraduates Some internal and external factors such asthe
lack of persistence heavy pressurefromother workloads inconvenient accessto or unavail ability of the
facilities required distractions from multifarious stuff on the Internet and so on may affect students
decision in whether or not to learn English autonomously with computer and network outside the
classroom However the students attitude does play an i mportant part in their AEL behavior The
correl ational study shows that thereis statistically significant relationship bet ween their general attitude
and behavior exemplifying that the more positive attitude the students hold towards out of class
computer and network assisted AEL the more likely they would take actions and apply their t houghts
intoreal practice |In particular the degree to which they perceive the hel pful ness of computer and
net wor kin out of class AELtremendously sti mulatesthemto make use of such high technol ogy whilein
the meanti me their worries and disconfort about certainlearning difficulties andinconveni ences of using
computer and networkin AELgreatly hinder theirinnovative and active experi mentations with co mputer
and net work assisted AEL Sothe key problem mainlylies wth students attitude t owar ds and percepti on
of difficulties and inconveniences existing in the application of computer and net work in out of class
AEL How to transfor mthe disadvantageous elements into facilitating ones wll play a key rolein
pro moting effective computer and net work assisted AEL anditisjustinthisrespectthatteacherscan and
shoul d contri bute much

Alt hough the incorporation of computer and network in English teaching and |earning has been
carried out for several years potential obstacles and drawbacks in the application have not receivedits
due attention Such a phenomenon may in part result fromthe fact that attention has been focused on
only the gl ow ng advantages computer and net work may bring about e g Jinet al 2005 Chen et al
2005 Liu Dai 2005 Toimprovethesituation the possiblelearning difficulties and obstacles must be
studied together withthestudents then guidance and assistance should be offered right onthespot Take
t he sel ection of appropriate English learning materials and resources as an example Teachers the more
aut horitative proficient and experiencedroleinthe process of teaching andlearning may assembletheir
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efforts and wisdomto establish an English learning resource center especially for students out of class
AEL Certain expertson both English and computer can beinvited and assignedto work as mai ntai ners of
thisresource center to updateit on a monthly or even weekly basis sothat students will be provided wth
thelatest and most comprehensive reservoir of English [earning materials In addition it wll not be
confinedto any autonomous | earning center or self access center rather it wll be morelike a virtual
community to whichthe students can have access at any ti me andin any place aslong as they have a
computer and an accessto the Internet or Intranet By means of this students worry that out of class
computer and network assisted AEL is not systematic that they lack the ability to choose appropriate
materials and that alot of distractions come from ot her resources onthe net would be a past of history

As for the contrastive difference bet ween textbook English and authentic English onthe network to
solvethis problem more materials of authenticlanguage use should beincorporated into the classroom
teaching The communicative function of network e g the Internet should be attached greater
I mportanceto Teachers may demonstrate the use of it for real [ife communication either wth the
students or with native speakers of English Inthe meanti me they can give some explicit instruction on
the differences bet ween classroom English and the real English students may be confronted with when
surfingthelnternet chatting with a native or non native English speaker online witingto afriendin
English or applying for a position at a university abroad listeningto English media watching a V¥stern
movie with or without Chinesesubtitles and so on Such explicit guidance fromteachers may makethe
|learning of English more communication andreal life use orientedinstead of test or textbook oriented
Therefore more students wll beintrigued and motivatedtolearnit bothin and outside the classroom
turning thenselves to more aut onomous English |earners and devel oping the language competence for
co mmuni cati on

Aside from proper support provided onthe part of teachers to bridgethe gap between attitude and
behavior the students thenselves should raise an awareness of the status quo of their own English
learning situation Whhout realizing that they are trapped in a situation where they are mentally
aut onomous but behaviorally not so much and that they approve of the use of computer and net work but
do not often put it into practice they would not make an attempt to better it Signinglearning contracts
withstudents Lee 1998 or i mplementing collaborative assessment Dickinson 1993 can help urgethem
toreflect upon their learning process and situation on a regular basis building up the foundation for
effective AEL In addition during the reflecting process teachers can keep encouraging themto take
responsihility for their ownlearning helpingthemgraduallystepforwardfrombeing only psychol ogically
autonomoustothestate of conducting appropriate AEL consistent withtheir attitudes

6 Concl usion

The present research studiedthe current situation of Chinese non English major undergraduates out
of class computer and net work assisted AEL particularlytheir attitude and behavior It was found that
t hey hel d very positive attitude but demonstrated only a moderatelevel of computer and network assisted
AEL behavior outside the classroom Statistically significant positive relationship was found bet ween
attitude and behavior indicating that attitude a psychological attribute did exert some effect on
behavior Students identification withthe advantages of using computer and networkin out of class AEL
had t he most effect intheir decision of whether or not to engagein computer and net work assisted AEL
out of class

It is generally acknow edged that the future English learning wll be more autonomy oriented and
technol ogy based both in and outsidetheclassroom Therefore aclearer understanding of students AEL
onthe part of teachers wll enable themto better guide students and cater to students varying needsin
AEL Inthe present study only quantitative data from a questionnaire survey have been utilized If
qualitative ways such asinterviews students journals on out of class AEL class observations and so on
can be employed to supplement the quantitative analyses more objective detailed and first hand
infor mation wll be obtained for the i mproving and refor m of pedagogy in college English teaching of
China
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Appendi x
Qut of class computer and network assisted AEL attitudinal variables

1 Advantages of computer and network 8itens
The authentic English materials provided by computer and network intrigue students interest in

| earning English
The videos pictures games and flashes contained in computer and network attract studentsto the
learning of English outside of class

Computer and net work provide a new means for students to learn English aut ono mously outsi de of

cl ass
The use of computer and network hel psstudentstolearn English effectively outside of class

Aut onomous English learning outside of class wth computer and network brings a sense of

achi eve ment

To learn English aut onomously outside of class students just need to memorize vocabulary do

exercises and practicelistening without computer and net wor k

Large quantities of English infor mational materials provided by computer and net wor k serve as usef ul

extensive reading materials

Students feel little anxiety when learning English with computer and network compared wth

classroom/ ear ni ng

2 Learning difficultiesin computer and network assisted AEL 4 itens
There is no systematic structure when learning English autonomously with computer and net work

outsi de of cl ass
Large amounts of distracting materials onthelnternet drawstudents attention and makethemunable
to focus on study

A mxture of both good and badlearning materials makesit hard for studentsto choose

The harsh difference bet ween textbook Englishlearnedin class and aut hentic English onthelnternet
makes students unablet o understand real life English and reluctant tolearn English with computer and

net wor k outside of cl ass

3 Ceneral perceptionof AEL 3itens
| shoul d assume t he responsibility of [earning English on my own under no matter what environment

Qut of class aut ono mous Englishlearningis of great i mportanceto successful Englishlearning

| believethat | havethe ability tolearn English autonomously and effectively outsi de of class

4 Disadvantages of computer and network 3itens
Breakdowns of computer and net wor k bring inconvenience to out of class computer

assist ed aut onomous English |earning

and net work

It istime consumngtosort through Englishlearning materials onthe I nternet

There aretoo manylearning materials onthe net which makes me feel anxi ous

Qut of class computer and network assisted AEL behavior variables

1 AEL viathelnternet 9itens
Qutside of class | log onto Englishlearning websitestolearn English autonomously for instance

listento WVQOA online readthe news online etc

Qutside of class | get online to read the news information short stories etc for practicing

extensive readi ng
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CQutside of class | download Englishlearning materials fromthe Internet forlater use

Cutside of class

consciously or unconsciously I use computer and network for autonomous English
| ear ni ng

Qutside of class |

make use of search enginestolook for English learning materials for out of class
study

Qutside of class | seldomlog onto English websites

Qutsi de of class | watch English movies listento conversati ons and passages practice dial ogues etc
onthe Internet or other network

| planthetime | use for out of class computer and net wor k assisted aut onomous English | earning

| have nointerest in Englishlearning websites

2 Use of t he communicativefunction of network 5itens

Qutside of class | make use of computer and net wor k t o exchange e mailsin English with e pals for
communication and witing practice

Qutside of class when confronted with problens | consult the English teacher viae mail in Chinese

CQutside of class when confronted with problens 1 consult the Englishteacher viae mail in English

Qutside of class | chat onthelnternet and other network with either native English speakers or other
| earners of English

Qutside of class when using e mail for practice and communication

I attach morei mportancetothe
expressing of meaningthanto grammar

3 AELfacilitating classroomstudy 3itens

Qutside of class | complete the English assignments by collecting and downl oadi ng related resources
with computer and net work

Qutside of class | get myself prepared for classroomstudy by reading materials concerned with the
theme of a certain unit

Qutside of class | submt my homework tothe Englishteacher viae mail

AEL for good grades 3itens

Qutside of class | use CD RQMWs provided in compliance with College English textbooks to learn
English aut onomously by preview ng and review ngthe course

CQutside of class | formulate planstolearn English autonomously with computer and net work so asto
I mprove gradesinthe English course

Qutside of class | make use of authentic as well as si mulated test papers provided online of National
College English Test Band 4 6 TOEFL |ELTS etc to help passthese examnations
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