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Abstract

This study sets out to investigate how Chinese EFL.Iearners comprehend unfamliar Englishidionsin
reading and what strategies they employ in this process Data were collected by means of the think al oud
procedure Eightinter nediate and eight upper inter nediate EFLIearners were askedto verbalizetheir thoughts
asthey arrived at the neanings of four different types of Englishidionsinreading Analysisrevealedthatthe
subjects idiomcomprehension perfor mance and strategy use wereinfluenced by bothidiomtypeandtheir L2
proficiency So me pedagogical suggesti ons derived fromthe findings are presented
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1 Introduction

Anidiomis a conventionalized expression whose meani ng cannot al ways be readily derived fromthe
canonical meaning of its constituent elements Long et al 1990 Idions abound in both spoken and
witten English yet they present a special language learning problem for L2 |learners Boers
De mecheleer 2001 Cooper 1999 Irujo 1986  Marton 1977 see Laufer 2002 151 for exampl e sees
the problem of idions as the biggest obstacle to fluent comprehensionin L2 reading In the process of
comprehending andinterpretingidions by L2 learners nonliteral ness has been regarded as one of the
| eadi ng causes of difficulty Carter MCarthy 1988 Danesi 1993  Asthe definition of idiomindicates
itishardtotell the meaning of anidiomfromtheliteral meaning of itsindividual constituent words For
instance theidiomatic meaning of we have been chewingthefat for a couple of hours has nothingto do
with* chew” or with* fat” intheirliteral sense

Inrecent years continuous efforts have been made to explore the underlying mechanisnsin L2
idiomcomprehension e g Abel 2003 Cooper 1999 Liontas 2001 However Chinese EFL.|earners
comprehension of Englishidions remains|argely unexplored To deepen our understanding of Chinese
EFL | earners processing of Englishidions itisnecessarytoinvestigate howlearnersaccesstheidiomatic
meaning instead of theliteral meaning of unfamliaridionsin context and what strategiesthey e mpl oy
during the process

2 Research on L2 idiomcomprehension

Many earlier idiomstudies mainly dealt with nativel anguage processing e g Gbbs1986 Cacciari
Tabossi 1988 Titone Conni ne 1994 It was only until recent years that researchers began to pay
attentionto the learning and processing of L2 idions e g Abel 2003 Boers De mechel eer 2001
Cedicka 2006 Cooper 1999 Ijuro 1986 Kellerman 1979 1983 Liontas 2001 These studies in
general are concerned with two central issues the effect of L1 on L2 idiom comprehension and the
strategiesthat | earners adopt in comprehending L2 idions
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S udies focusing on L1 transfer in L2 idiomcomprehension Mbst L2 idiomresearch inthe earlier
stage focused on L1ltransfer in L2idiomcomprehension e g Boers Demecheleer 2001 Irujo 1986
Keller man 1979 1983 Liontas 2001 Kellerman 1979 1983 investigated the relationship bet ween
native language NL know edge and interpretation of the figurative use of target |anguage TL
expressions He consideredthe strategy of “ transfer” of NL itensinto TL expressionsto be an active
| ear ner strategy dependent onthelearner s notion of psychotypol ogical “ distance” betweenthe NL and
the TL and the mar kedness of the structureinthe L1 Hesuggestedthat thesetwo factors combined may
serveto prevent facilitation of transfer where L1 and L2 are typologically close and also to prevent
interference where L1 and L2 are different

Later lrujo 1986 investigated whet her advanced students of English relied on know edge of their
nati ve Spanishin order to comprehend and produce L2idions Shedivided Englishidionsintothreetypes
in comparison with Spanish Cnhetype wasidentical informand meaning wth Spanish equivalents the
second type was si mlar to Spanish equivalents and thethird type different from Spanishidions Irujo
observed that idions which were identical in both L1 and L2 were the easiest to comprehend and
produce idions which weresi mlarin L1 and L2 presented|earners with only somewhat more difficulty
whileidions completely differentin L1 and L2 proved the most difficult for learnersto comprehend and
produce Irujo concludedthat there was both positive and negative L1 know edge transfer inthe case of
same or si mlar idions whenthelearners first language was closeto the second | anguage

Studiesinvestigating strategy usein L2 idiom comprehension To understand the comprehension
processesthat L2 learners go through when they attempt to interpret the meanings of L2 idions
researchers have carried out studiesto examne the comprehension strategies that are usedin L2 idiom
comprehension e g Chen 2004 Cooper 1999 Liontas 2001

Cooper 1999 investigatedthe online processingstrategies used by a sample of nonnative speakers
of English with varying L1 backgrounds The partici pants were asked to give the meani ngs of 20 target
idions presentedina witten context Data were coll ected by means of athink aloudtask Analysis of the
think al oud data revealed that most of the participants engaged in a heuristic approach to idiom
comprehension employing a variety of strategies through trial and error to find the meanings of the
idions Specifically eight major strategies wereidentified including guessingfromcontexts discussing
and analyzingtheidiom wusingtheliteral nmeaning requestinginfor mation repeatingor paraphrasingthe
Idiom using background knowiedge referringto an L1 idiom and others

By way of an idiom comprehension test and a think aloud task Chen 2004 studied the
comprehension of English color idons by Chinese EFL |earners The effects of idiomtype and the
learners L2 proficiencylevel wereinvestigatedinrelationtostrategy use It wasfoundthat strategy use
differed withidiomtypes Specifically the amount of strategy useincreased withthe degree of difficulty
of coloridions Concerningthe effect of thelearners L2 proficiency statistics showedthat strategy use
by t he advanced | earners was more diversified and more effective

A critique of previous research on L2 idiom comprehension \Wile previous studies have offered
enlighteningtheoretical and practical insightsintothe comprehension of L2idions there have beensome
li mtations which areto bei mproved First of all most participantsinthe previous studies have a first
|anguage closetothetarget language For example Irujo 1986 examned Spanish speaking|earners of
English Itis not clear if the results wll be the samein the case of a distant language So far little
research has approached t he comprehension of English idions by Chinese EFL |learners Secondly the
rol e of learners L2 proficiencyinidiomcomprehension has been downplayed inthesestudies leavingit
anissue worthfurtherinvestigation Last but notleast most of theearlier L2idiomstudies areconcerned
with the comprehension of idions per se notidiomcomprehensioninthe process of reading As pointed
out by Liontas 2001 inlight of the pervasiveness of idions in both witten and spoken discourse
researchintoidiom understanding must betext situated and context based

The current study based on both theoretical and empirical research on L2 idiom processing will
examne Chinese EFLI|earners comprehension of idionsin reading Specifically thestudy wll address
the foll owi ng research questions
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1 How do Chinese EFLIearners comprehend Englishidionsin reading
2 \Mat strategies dothey adopt duringidiomcomprehension
3 Doidiomtype andlearner proficiency have aroleto playin strategy use

3 Mt hodol ogy

Inthis study think aloud protocols were i mplemented to gain an in depth understanding of L2
| earners onli ne comprehension processes of unfamliar Englishidionsin reading

3 1 Participants

Sixteen Chinese EFL learners at University of Eectronic Science and Technol ogy of China

participatedinthestudy Amongthemeight were university freshmen majoringin automatic control and
eight third year English majors

Apart from their L2 English learning experiences in formal educational institution another
criterion i e performance on avocabularytest! Hever 2001 was ad mnistered see Appendix 1 for the
test Table 1 summarizes the personal profiles of the participantsin each group including the range
means and standar d deviati ons of each groups scores onthe vocabularysizetest Results of i ndependent
samplest test indicatethat thetwo groups differ significantlyin English vocabulary size F 003 p

000 It cantherefore be concluded that the partici pants represented t wo distinct |evels of L2 English
profici ency

Table 1 G ouping of participants based on years of L2 Englishlearning and scores on English Vocabul ary

Size Test
Learner Profile Vocabul ary Size Test
Lear ner G oup
Educati on EFL Years Range Mean S D
| nter mediate Non English major 7 30 — 66 46 25 10 90
n 8 freshmen
Upper I nter mediate Engllsh maj or 9 63 — 96 79 50 10 46
n 8 juniors

3 2 Mterials

3 2 1 Slectionof thetarget idions

Wt h referenceto earlier L2idiomprocessingstudies e g Iruo1986 Laufer 2000 Liontas 2001
the degree of L1 L2 simlarity was taken as the pri mary criterionin classifying Englishidionsinthe
present study Specifically accordingto whether theidiom can be translated directly from English to
Chinese four types of idions areidentified

1 Englishidions which have exact Chinese translation equivalents ETidions for short standing
for exact translation for example swalowthe bait meaning“ tofall intoatrap” in Chinese

2 English idons which have partial translation equivalents in Chinese PT idions for short
standing for partial translation for example dragonesfeet meaning“ to proceed unwllingly or
with delayingtactics” in Chinese *“ "

3 English idons which cannot be translated literally into Chinese and whose literal translation
makes no sensein Chinese NETIdions for short standing for non equivaent translation for
example chewthefat meaning* tochatinaninformal andfriendly way” in Chinese “ "

4 English idions which cannot be translated literally into Chinese yet whose literal translation
makes sense in Chinese and denotes a different meaning other than the target English idioms
idiomatic meaning FFidions for short standing for falsefriend for example pull onesleg
meani ng“ to say something in ajoking way to tease someone” in Chinese * " f
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translated literally into Chinese means* to hinder someonein doing something” “ &

Inthe same vein as several L2 idiomstudies e g Abel 2003 Liontas 2001 to control for the
syntactic aspect of theidions the present study restrictedthetarget idionsto those of* verb noun
noun phrase” construction Based on the above criteria 16 Englishidions 4 idions for each type
unfamliar tothe subjects were chosen asthetarget idiomns of thisstudy? see Appendix 2 for alist of the
idions

3 2 2 Witing of the vignettes

Since noready made vignettes containing the target idions were available the researcher searched
online and obtai ned sixteen passages each containing onetarget idiom The researcher then perusedthe
passages and rewrotetheminto vignettes of 80 120 wordslong After that two native English speakers
wereinvitedto gothroughthe vignettes and examne whether they were of fluent natural and standard
English This ended up with 16 vignettes which were used asthe materialsin thethink aloud task see
Appendi x 3 for the vignettes

3 3 Thethink al oud procedures

The think al oud sessions were conducted individually and taperecorded including the foll ow ng
steps

Step 1 Instruction

Each partici pant was given a sheet of paper on which theinstructions were printed including an
explanation of the nature of thethink aloudtask the procedures of thetask and some war m up practice
see Appendix 4 for the instruction The instructions emphasized the following points 1 The
partici pant shouldtry to verbalize initially whatever he she thought in mnd 2 The participant could
chooseto use whatever |anguage that can best express hi m herself

Step 2 VMrm up practice

Two model vignettes containingtwo Englishidions were used for war m up practiceto makesurethat
t he partici pant underst ood the procedures providingthe participants with an opportunity to get usedto
reflecting t heir t houghtsin words

Step 3 Thethink aloud task

Thesixteentarget idions were giventothe participant in arandom order For eachitem aslip of
paper with avignettecontainingthetargetidiom wasshowntothe participant Al thetargetidions were
in bold and underlined so that t he partici pants had no difficultylocatingthem

The partici pant was required not to explainthe meaning of the whole vignette or the whol e sentence
containingthe target idiom In the case when there was a silent span of more than 10 seconds the
interviewer would usually prompt the participant The typical prompts were “ keeptalking” “ Tell me
what you are thinking about” “ Anything else ”

3 4 Data analysis

The audiorecorded interviews were transcribed verbatim yielding 112 double spaced pages
containing approxi mately 45 000 words The verbal protocol data werethen coded and anal yzed withthe
software Wn Max Strauss  Corbin 1998

The first stepin coding was to score the participants comprehension of the 16 idions A correct
answer tothe meaning of eachidiom was granted 1 point while wong comprehension or i ndication of
not know ngthe meaning of theidiom wasscored 0

Wt h reference to previous studies dealing with online L2 idiom comprehension Cooper 1999
Liontas 2001 and online L2 reading comprehension QGabe 2004 Nassai 2003 a total of ten
comprehension strategi es wereidentified as used by the subjectsinthetask A detailed description of the
strategies will be presentedinthe next section
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Totest thereliability of theresearcher scoding asecondrater a Chinese EFLteacher wasinvited
tocodethe transcribed verbal protocols Interrater agreement was 92 for idiom comprehension and
88 forstrategyidentification Sections where discrepanciesoccurred were discussed and a consensus was
finally achieved

4 Results and discussion

4 1 Learners comprehension of Englishidionsin reading

Wt h regardtothe comprehension of Englishidionsin reading theresults of the think al oud task
show that Table 2 taken the two L2 groups as a whole PT and NET idions posed the greatest
difficultyin comprehension next came FFidions while ETidions werethe easiest to comprehend The
results converge with findings of previous L2 idomstudies e g Kell er man 1979 1983 Irujo 1986
namely the greater the degree of simlarity bet weentheidiom andthe L1 translation counterparts the
easier idiom co mprehensionis and vice versa

Table 2 Correct comprehension of idionsinthethink aloudtask by two L2 groups

\diomtype | Number of idioms Inter m:]diatzgroups Upper intt;r mac;i ate group nTot alG
ET 4 28 32 60
PT 4 10 21 31
NET 4 14 24 38
FF 4 22 26 48

Concerningthe effect of L2 proficiency onthelearners idiomco mprehension perfor mance Table?2
demonstrates some diff erencesin comprehension perfor mance bet ween the two L2 groups The Upper
| nter medi atelearners maintained a higher rate of correctness across all four idiomtypes and the gaps
between thetwo L2 groupsin PT and NET idions were bigger than thosein ET and FFidions The
results are compatible with the findings of L2 reading research which show that the students general
proficiencylevels or readingskills arerelatedtotherate of successful inferencingincontext e g Mri
Nagi 1999 Mbrrison 1996

4 2 Comprehension processes of idions by L2 [earnersin reading

4 2 1 Comprehension strategies identifiedin L2 idiomcomprehension

Based on a careful examnation of the verbal reports given by the sixteen partici pants tentypes of
strategies wereidentified as usedinthe process of comprehendingthetarget idi ons?

1  Making schematic inferences The partici pants discussed the context in which the idiom was
embedded and clearly madereferencetothesituationtoinfer the meaning of thetarget idiom

e g1 Targetidom tighten ones belt

The company is facing a financial loss this month and the power of the architect is fading The

company therefore hastoreduceitssize* U 8F®

2 Literal translation Some participants were aware of the metaphorical aspect of idions and
concentrated ontheliteral meaning of the expressions as a keyto thefigurative meaning

e g 2 Targetidiom Ilift afinger

Infact duringthiscritical period theso calledfriends “ not lift afinger” meansthat thosein
power and declared friends did not reach out afingerto helptheJews [1M

3 Wsing cohesive devices The participants resorted to cohesive devices to discern the meaning of
idions for example alsoindicatingjuxtaposition while but i mplying opposition
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e g 3 Targetidiom pull ones weight

Inthe beginning the coach said that alt hough Ronal do had t wo goals he was still not at his best
Here the man® also commentedthat he did not pull his weight” “ Aso” indicatesthat what the man

commentedisinconformty with what the coachsaid Therefore “ pull his weight” meansthat he did not

try his best U 1lF

4 Analyzing theidiom The participants exercised their skills of logical thinking to solve the
linguistic puzzlerepresented by the unknown L2 idiom

e g 4 Targetidiom draw a blank

“ They” referstothe policemen They drew a blank They searched the house “ Blank” means

nothing Maybe they found nothing The police searched his house and inquired of a few persons
14 M

5 Making i mage associations Someti mes the subjects visualized an i mage based on the literal
meaning of theidom Then aninterpretation of theidiom was obtained onthe basis of the generated
I mage

e g 5 Targetidiom dragonesfeet

Wen | read draggingtheir feet | feellikethat oneis handi capped and coul d not move swiftly

Arethe bankssluggishintheissuing of newcards U 2F

6 Relayingonthetone of thevignettes Cccasionally thesubjects made comments or meta analysis
onthetone of thetext definingit aseither positive or negative whereby ascertaining whether anidiom
was commendatory neutral or derogatory They then triedto work out the meaning of theidomin
conformty wth thetone of the vignette

e g 6 Targetidiom get ones goat

The vignette saysthat heis atalented tennis player and his shots are natural The vignette praises

hi m for hisconfidencein court and modesty off the court And he will neverlet frustrati ons of mssed
shots” get his goat” This remark should also be compli mentary about him “ Get his goat” may mean

negative effects on hisemotions U 1F

7 Wing background knowliedge The participants drew on their personal experiences and
encycl opedic know edgetointerpret the figurative meaning of theidiom

e g 7 Targetidiom takethe hiscuit

S2 students” havetakenthe biscuit” Presumably S2 students are either the best or t he worst

inthe speech contest It isi mpossiblethat the vignette reports onthe worst groupinthe contest so S2

must be the best one “ Takethe biscuit” therefore should mean“ take the first place” just like a
news report first providingthe mainevents andthen moving on wth details If the S2 students were

not the champion thevignette would not mentiontheir preparation sinceit woul d be meaningless doi ng

that Yes someti mes common sense know edgeis useful in understanding anidiom U 1F

8 Wing grammatical information The participants utilized grammatical clues whenever such
infor mati on was available such astense part of speech

e g 8 Targetidiom chewthefat

The subject of thissentenceis a group of people and“ chewingthe fat” isthe predicate indicating

what t he people are doi ng Accordingto the whole sentence are they analyzing the components of

f ood U5M

9 Referringto L1idions Someti mesthe participantsrecalled Chineseidionsthat wereidentical or
si mlar enoughtothe Englishidionsto aidintheirinterpretation

e g9 Targetidom tighten ones belt
14
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Thereis an old sayingin Chinese “ " meaning that one hastotight his belt if heis

hungry The Englishidom Iet me see er itresemblesthe Chineseidiom After thefinancial |oss

the company hasto bethrifty and careful inthe use of money U 2F

10 Guessing There wereti mes whenthesubjects foundit extremely difficultto discernthe meaning
of thetarget idions andtherefore made wld guesses which consequently ledto wrong comprehension

e g 10 Targetidom make ones bed

It s very difficult to understand it stoo difficult maybe it make ones bed means ruining
onesfame destroying onesreputation [5M

4 2 2 Frequency of strategy use

The partici pants usually adopted morethan onestrategy to processanidiom but not every strategy
they usedledto correct comprehension The quantity of strategies and the effectiveness of strategy use
were of equal i mportanceto reveal the comprehension processes of the participants Therefore we will
present the results of the verbal reports from two perspectives the frequency and effectiveness of
strategy use

Table 3 Strategies by frequency of use for all the partici pants

No Strategies Tot al of al uses
1 Bking schematicinferences 220 62 5
2 Wsi ng cohesi ve devices 26 7 4
3 Literal transl ation 23 6 5
4 Analyzingtheidiom 23 6 5
5 Relying on the tone of the vignette 17 4 8
6 VBki ng i mage associ ati ons 14 40
7 Referringto an L1idiom 12 3 4
8 Wsi ng grammatical i nfor mati on 8 2 3
9 Wsi ng background i nf or mati on 7 2 0
10 Quessi ng 2 06
Total 352 100

Table 3 ranks the strategies used by all the participants in descending order of frequency of
occurrence Nbtably there was a predomnance of making schematic inferences among all strategies
accounting for morethanthreefifths of thetotal By contrast the participantsrelied onthestrategy of
guessi ng t heleast frequently Wthregardtothe other eight strategiesin bet ween the gaps betweenthe
frequency of use were not t hat distinct rangingfrom?7 usi ng background infor mation accountingfor 2
O of thetotal to 26 wusingcohesive devices 7 4

4 2 31ldiomtype and frequency of strategy use

Figure 1 shows the number of strategies used in comprehending each type of idions As can be
observed the participants strategy use varied as they encountered different types of idions Certain
types of idions e g PT NET idions tend to be correlated wth more frequent use of strategies
suggesting t hat the partici pants were making greater effortsinfiguring out the meaning
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Figure 1l Strategy useandidiomtype

For ETidions becausethey have direct Chinesetranslation equivalents thelearnersrelied ontheir
Llininterpretingthem morethan they didin interpreting other types of idons resultingin relatively
frequent use of literal translation and referringto an L1 idiom The number of strategies used in the
interpretation of PT idions ranked first across all four idiom types Since PTidions had only partial
translation equivalents in Chinese fewer L1l related strategies were found compared with ET idions
Wthregardto NET idions since they do not have Chinese translation equivalents none of the L1
related strategies were found in use in interpreting them Notably among all the idiom types the
partici pants usedt he fewest number of strategiesininterpreting FFidions

Wil ethe preference of strategy use differs amongidiomtypes makingschematicinferencestook a
leading rol e among all strategies andthe frequency of adoptingthisstrategy did not vary much acrossthe
four idiom types indicating that the L2 learners relied heavily on schematic information in the
interpretation of idions

4 2 4 Proficiency level and strategy use

The two groups of partici pants were both active strategy users as far asthe quantity of strategiesis
concerned Thetotal number of instances of strategi es used by the I nter mediate group was 169 48 15
of the total which was slightly smaller than that used by the Upper Inter mediate group 182 or
51 85 of thetotal The t wo groups of subjects however differedin their preference for specific
strategies Table 4 summarizes the strategies employed by the Inter mediate and Upper I nter mediate
| ear ners respecti vel y

Table 4 Strategy use by thetwo L2 groups

ET PT NET FF Tot al

No Strategies
| N Ul | N Ul I N Ul I N U | N Ul

1 |Making schematicinferences 26 26 29 28 25 31 23 32 103 117

2 |Literal translation 9 9 2 1 0 0 3 0 14 13
3 |Using cohesive devices 0 0 6 11 6 3 0 0 12 13
4 |Analyzingtheidiom 2 0 2 7 6 3 1 3 11 13
5 |Thetone of the vignette 1 2 1 1 4 4 2 2 8 9
6 || mage associ ati on 1 1 1 1 1 2 4 1 7 5
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_ ET PT NET FF Tot al
No Strategies
| N Ul I N Ul | N Ul | N U | N Ul
7 |Usi ng background infor mati on 0 0 0 0 2 1 3 0 5 1
8 |Referringtoan L1idiom 1 7 1 1 0 0 2 0 4 8
9 |Using grammatical i nfor mation 0 0 1 2 0 1 3 1 4 4
10 [Quessing 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 1
Tot al 40 45 43 52 44 46 42 39 169 182

Note I N Thelntermediate Goup W The Upper Inter mediate G oup

A close examnation of the Table 4 showsthat thefirst five most frequently empl oyed strategies presented
in Table 3toppedthestrategylist of both L2 groups Thesefivestrategiesaccountedfor 87 6 of total strategy
use for the Inter nediate group and 89 6 for the Upper Intermediate group suggesting the WUpper
I nter mediate participants used these strategiesslightly more oftenthanthe | nter nediatelearners

The biggest differencein strategy use bet ween the two groups lay in maki ng sche mati c i nf erences
which was used 103 times and 117 times by the Intermediate and Upper Inter mediate |earners
respectively WWenit comestotheremaining ninestrategies although slight variation was seen bet ween
thetwo L2 groups the difference wasless pronounced

4 2 5 Effectiveness of strategy use

a FEffective use of strategies

Of the256testitens l1l6testitens x 16 participants 177 were answered correctly representing a
69 14 successrate amongthe participants Athoughin many casesthe participants used morethan one

strategy to discernthe meaning of theidiom only the onethat |ed directly tothe correct response was
includedinthisaccount cf Chen 2004 Cooper 1999

Table 5 Frequency of effective strategiesinthethink aloudtask for all the partici pants

No Strategies Frequency of all uses
1 VBki ng sche maticinferences 133 75 14
2 Literal translati on 16 9 04
3 Referringtoan Llidiom 10 5 65
4 Usi ng cohesive devices 6 3 39
5 Analyzingtheidiom 5 2 83
6 VBKi ng i mage associations 5 2 83
7 Usi ng background inf or mati on 2 112
Tot al 177 100

Inrank order the strategies leading to correct interpretations were mnaking schenatic inferences literal
translation referringtoan L1idiom usingcohesive devices analyzingtheidiom nakingi nage associations
and using background infor mation Three strategies relying on the tone of the vignette using grammatical
infor mation and sheeringguessing are absentin Table 5 Becausethey did notleadtosuccessful interpretation
of idions these strategies are considered asineffectiveininterpretingtheidions

b Effectivestrategy use andidiomtype

Recall that Fgure 1 showsthat the partici pants strategy use differed as they encountered different
17
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types of idons A close examnation of the successful strategies used ininterpreting the four types of
idions also pointstothe same conclusion Figure 2 presents asummary of effective strategy use for each
idiomtype Ascan beseen ETidionsrankedfirstinthe number of effectivestrategi es used 60 tokens

of effective strategies next came FF idions 48 tokens which was followed by NET idions 38
tokens and PTidions 31tokens

| n accordance with strategy usein general see Table 3 the most popular successful strategy was
maki ng schematicinferences acrossall fouridiomtypes Althoughthisstrategy ranked firstinstrategy use
for eachidiomtype it seemedthe most effectiveininterpreting FFidions 44 tokens For ETidions
sincethey had Chinese translation equival ents the partici pants often drew on their L1 know edge in
interpretingthem resultinginrelatively frequent occurrence of such strategies as literal translation 15
tokens and referringtoan L1idiom 8tokens VWwWhregardto PTidions althoughthelowest number
of successful strategy use was found 31 tokens thesestrategies coveredsix types In sharp contrast
only threetypes of successful strategies were usedintheinterpretation of NETidions

Figure 2 Effectivestrategies used for eachidiomtype
c Effectivestrategy use andlearners L2 proficiency

To further probe whether successful strategy use was related to the learners L2 proficiency the
number of successful strategies adopted by both L2 groups was counted see Figure 3

Note IN Thelntermediate Goup U The Upper Inter mediate Goup

Figure 3 Frequency of effective strategies used by thetwo L2 groups
18
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Asisevident in Figure 3 for both L2 groups making schematic inferences wasthe most efficient
strategy in idiom comprehension The Upper Inter mediate learners however were more capable of
maki ng good use of contextual clues to derive the meaning of theidions 79 tokens for the Upper
| nter medi at e group and 54 tokens for the Inter mediate group  Besides their use of L1 know edge was
also more successful than that of the Inter mediate group for the Upper Inter mediate group 8tokens of
literal translation and 8 tokens of referringto an L1 idiom for the Intermediate group 8 tokens of
literal translation and 2 tokens of referringto an L1 idiom  With regard to the use of the rest four
strategies onlytrivial differences were observed bet ween the two L2 groups

5 Concl usion

The data obtainedin thethink aloud task suggest that bothidiomtype and |learners L2 proficiency
have aroleto playin L2idiomcomprehension To bespecific PT and NETidions posedthe greatestin
comprehension next came FFidons while ET idions werethe easiest to comprehend show ng that
increased degree of L1 L2 si mlarity bet ween an English idiom and its Chinese translation equival ent
f oreshadows easi er comprehension Understandably choices of strategies differed withidiomtype The
subj ects utilized more strategiesin comprehending PT and NETidions suggestingthat they were making
effortsfiguring out the meaning of theseidions Boththelnter mediate and Upper Inter mediatelearners
were active strategy users however the Upper I nter mediatelear ners used the comprehension strategies
mor e successfully than the Inter mediate ones and therefore perfor med better in comprehending the
idions

The findings of the present study bear some pedagogical i mpli cations for EFLteaching Asthestudy
demonstrates idiomtype hasaroeto playinidiomcomprehension Duing L2 instruction therefore
instead of treating all theidionsinthesame way dfferential attentionshould be paidto different types
of idions For example for L2 idions which have L1 equivalents e g ET idons since
comprehension wll nolonger be a problem L2teachers mayfocus onthe productive use of them For L2
idions which cannot be translated directly into the L1 e g NET and FF idions however
comprehension should be privileged over productionin classroominstruction

Concerning thelearners use of idiomcomprehensionstrategies thestudy showedthat although both
the Inter medi ate and Upper Inter mediatelearners were active strategy users strategy use by the Upper
I nter mediate learners were more effective This indicates that teaching readers how to use reading
strategi es should be a pri me considerationinthereading classroom Inreadingstrategyinstruction itis
advisable that L2teachersexplaintothestudents what thestrategyis why and howit should bel earned
where and whento usethestrategy as well as howto eval uatethe effectiveness of strategy use

Wthregardtothe onlinecomprehension of L2idions futureresearch mght expand onthe present
study inseveral ways To begin with beingexploratoryin nature thisstudyinvolved only 16 partici pants
and 16 Englishidions G her studies mghtinclude alarger sample and al arger number of targetidionsto
see whet her theresults obtai ned could be generalized or not Anot her |i mtati on of thestudyisthatit did
not probeintothe differential roles of different contextsinidomcomprehension L2 readingresearchers
have revealed that different contexts exert different effects oninferring meanings of new wordsin L2
reading e g Li 1988 Mbndria W Boer 1991  Although our study has demonstrated t he i mportant
role of contextin L2learners idiomcomprehension it did not consider the effects of different contexts
onthis process Mre studies are necessary inthisregard Fnally while semantic decomposability has
been wi dely considered as aswing factor inthe comprehension of idions e g Abel 2003 the present
study did not take semantic deco mposability as an i ndependent variabl e affecting L2 idiom processing
Furt her research is needed to measure the effects that semantic decomposability mght have on the
comprehension of L2idions

Not es

1 Thetest consisted of 120 multiple choiceitens Inscoring each correct choice was awarded one poi nt and no
point was giventoincorrect choices Thus the maxi mumscore was 120 points

2 Anpilot studytestingtheidiomknowedge of EFLI|earners whose English proficiencylevels weresi mlar tothose
of the t wo gr oups of subjects showed that thesixteentarget idions were unfamliar tothem
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3 Theidiom comprehension strategies used by t he partici pants wereidentified according totheidea unitsinstead
of T units of the participants verbal reports cf Cooper 1999 Liontas 2001 For examples please gotothe
excerptslisted after each strategy inthis secti on

4 As mentionedin 8§83 3 inthethink aloudtask the participants were freeto use either Chinese or Engish
Consequently the verbal reports were a blend of both languages with Chinese the predomnate one Inthe
present article all the excerptslisted weretranslatedinto English

5 For the sake of convenience and clarity each subject participatinginthethi nk aloudtask waslabeledin such a
way t hat their proficiencylevel order of task participation and sex were manifest For example in“ U 1F”
“ U™ refersto“ Upper Intermediate” “ 1” shows that she was the first subject in the Upper I nter mediate
group and‘ F” meansthatthesubject wasfemale Inthesamevein “ |1 M” meansthatthe subject wasthefirst
oneinthelnter mediate group and was mal e
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famliarity

Appendix 1  The vocabul ary test
| nstructi ons 120
5 5
Correct Choice
1
Test word A B C D E Correct Choice
surgery anger cel ebrate def eat hospit al wav e
2
Test word A B C D Correct Choice
novelty bookl et Christ mas diamond poem new
A Vocabul ary Test
No ([Test word A B C D E Correct
Choi ce
1 |[powver face f oot force garden jlewel
2 |during Crisi's round {i me { ool weapon
3 |experience careful | ndustry know how loneli ness pl easure
4 loffice ar my Il ness 5t abl e { ypist ugl y
5 |obvious evi dent funny |ovel y naughty poison
6 |consi der bri ght deci de pl under refl ect upon felate
7 |ssue Correct abric law i mt magazi ne
8 [rule jovern house huge smal | wheel
9 |benefit advant age ani mal .l ot hi ng loyalty well behaved
10 |charge battery conversation fire regret snake
11 |secret ani mal bur eau coll ar li qui d private
12 |pattern ani mal desi gn |l ower garden theatre
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No [Test word  |A B c D E Correct
Choi ce

13 [renove ar gue catch | ose ock take away

14 |occasion acci dent event hunger I mt progress

15 |maintain f avour hill keep prganize wonder

16 |opi nion character engi ne pl ant ree Vi ew

17 |beat cal m f ood hi t i ece teeth

18 [task el ephant har d jlob pdour weapon

19 |threat Agr ee ment hand e menace 5trengt h swal | ow

20 [royal clerk ene my Ki ng monk bt ar

21 tower ani mal [ ortress pl ant skil veget abl e

22 |expensive eligious strange t houghtful val uabl e W de

23 |crop bird body gol f har vest police

24 | oke carriage cl ot hes laugh royalty wei ght

25 |trace competition  peace rope sew {rack

26 |soil ofeJo]’¢ parth lazy met al weak

27 |chanber jlewel poi son room smoke wheel angle

28 |county aristocracy clock lesson regi on 50Ng

29 |stomach bird body Create pl ant vi ol ence

30 |approve evi dence li ke guarrel regret test

31 sin 1 ool |ate pff ence race rel ati ve

32 lagriculture ar mer ghetto nobility 5l avery 5t oneage

33 |divorce doct or mat hs police separ ate shar e

34 oy funny lazy pl ay shy SWeet s

35 |ness church many net wor k untidy wet

36 |neglect cont act disregard lewellery money pyj a mas

37 |employee C0o mpany di rect or messenger navy war shi p

38 |prayer car penter dog musi ci an religion 5hi p

39 |compel beg cal culate declare force prosecute

40 |disgust broom conversation $icken 5t or my tasty

41 |shower jjoke musi c perfor mance [pretend rain

42 |pad bol st er riend mess skirt wheel

22




CELEA Journal 79

No [Test word  |A B c D E Correct
Choi ce

43 |w dow basket bride bri ght F uner al {ree

44 |deprive lter inherit |oneso me {ake away under st and

45 |wool bird Ish food house lamb

46 |clay dress paper pot { ool weapon

47 |weep bird cry cl ot h gr ass turn

48 |brass | ot hes ire jame layer met al

49 |decay deterioration (istribute encour age entrap | ump

50 |adolescent hospital smel | 5moot h {eenager unf ait hful

51 |[scar frighten hard kitchen rare wound

52 | nherent belongingto [ecent regul ar relative superi or

53 lazy boat | owner i dle rope W ndy

54 |conspicuous apparent di sease {ierce guilty mniature

55 |warrior Anxiety carriage computer guarr el 50l dier

56 | ncentive incapabl e Insensitive Spur urgent Lsel ess

57 |brood pff spring need ewor k react or wat er W de

58 |hurl bump hai r leg prevent throw

59 |sorrow ani mal ruit gri ef pl ough weave

60 forch cake hi nder li ght pest shi p

61 |bud {l ower move offer T wnkle Virus

62 |execution Abandon apol ogy enlargement  jrritation Kill

63 |grape clutch reach seduce W ne yell ow

64 |om nous pXxciting lovely mat ur e nasty threatening

65 [foam beer berry mud pdour pl ant

66 |spice {ish | avour fruit I nsect nail

67 [rifle juess gun | mportant little rage

68 |bloke ani mal cover guy hi nder 5hi p

69 |paw Cat di sease iver sound Swan

70 |wallet boy ish money service stone

71 [treason betray branch | ot hes shi p Wi re

72 |barren awk war d desert ship shrewd {ree
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No [Test word  |A B C D E g: i‘:
73 |elevate Appreciate el ectricity raise referendum  [eproach
74 bl adder cave cli mb fruit gossi p prgan
75 |gorgeous happy healt hy hopel ess lovely sad
76 |suspension bri dge cricket {ield [ ood retire ment
77 |el oquent di sease Juxurious probabl e well spoken  youth
78 |discern anxi ety deteriorate di sti nguish 5i mplify uneven
79 |snug COoSYy cut disadvantage |handsome | eep
80 |wasp cat ch | nsect mat eri al St r {ree
81 [reconciliation gowardice degradation [pesire reconstruction settl e ment
82 |wstful mean merry nasty {easing t houghtful
83 |[stationary bookl et communicative |moti onl ess paper {ransportation
84 |ail ment preat h Il ness reptil e smoke weapon
85 |cudd e fondl e ruit gol f horse 5pice
86 |durable e xact |asting maj or metallic i ppery
87 |anguid C 0 mpassi onat e | nacti ve pol ygl ot 5ensuous speechl ess
88 |masonry househol d lavwyer pl ywood 5t eel wor ks 5t onewor K
89 |mapl e Corn abric pillar fitle {ree
90 |obstruct att ack | ght hi nder |sol ate persecute
91 |pneunonia di sease | ower 51 mul ati on pubconci ous 1 ool

ness
92 |tycoon bi rd busi nessman  hurricane monkey parasite
93 |cutlery Tork pbstructi on pccupati on sew 5t ab
94 ltranquil bohe man bor der cal m cont est el abor at e
95 | nert defici ent moti onl ess nervous rude {ranspar ent
96 |obesity br ut al at ness force hi ndr ance repulsive
97 | nkling { eud hi nt i nscription W dower wretch
98 | nquest de mand di sci pli ne | ection Investigation pverdraft
99 |antic rapi d I di cul ous shar p shy bt f f
100 (secl uded Circul ar exclusive isol ated mar gi nal spati al
101 |posh ani mal bad carry I ne ugl y
102 |vacate e mpt y hi de interfere {ear wonder
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No [Test word  |A B c D E Correct
Choi ce
103 |blemsh bar baric def ect msconception [ecoil weed
104 |custodi an artist bor der guar di an loner maveri ck
105 |urchin dwar f abric goblin roguish child small urn
106 |cobweb seaweed shellfish 5pi der upholstery weapon
107 |tinerary editi on retful itching Ii ber al rout e
108 |mrth tailure ish run sadness 501 |
109 |belligerent exquisite | oral | mpertinent  |oving warli ke
110 |dexterity depressi on Idl eness indifference |mxture 5kill
111 |cleat cushion garden jlue rag rope
112 |coalesce carbon cel ebrate di ver ge enlighten unite
113 |arson ar cher pbri bery col our ire poison
114 |banister caret aker contai ner tood handrail | avwy er
115 freverie Cl ergy man dream fruit reconsi der territory
116 fthrift Crevice dessert disagreement pcono my | owner
117 |obnoxious church dutiful poison repell ent | anti ng
118 |specs | ot hes jl asses shar p 5t ai n tongs
119 |exaltation conf usion i sappoi nt ment gxcit ement proficiency reli ef
120 |extradite Cri mnal del ete extinguish restore specific
Appendix 2 Theidions usedinthethink aloud task
ETIdions tighten ones belt |eave ones mark swallowthe bait lift afinger

PTIdions

find onesfeet

NETIdions pull ones weight

FFIdionms pull onesleg eat ones words

drag one s feet

get ones goat

draw a blank

chewt he fat

turnthetabl es

take the biscuit

make ones bed move heaven and earth

Appendix 3 Vignettes usedinthethink aloudtask wthtargetidionmsin bold and underlined

1 Sr Nor man Foster

onthe most prestigious

building Beijing airport
however

filed a

CEO of Foster G oup I nternational

schemes

is an architect who revels
He has projectsin 22 different countries and currentlyis
thought to bethelargest singl e construction project onthe planet The company

544 0001ossthis month and the key factor appearsto bethe quadrupling

in working

of

its bill for taxesrelatingto previous years The power of the worlds most cel ebrated architect mght be

fading and the company hastotightenits belt

A series of measures have beenintroduced at the London

headquarters including the cancell ation of atakeaway contract for |ate night staff meals and after hours
taxis home

2 Phishing is the latest deceptive practice on the Internet that involves a“ phisher” sending out
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legiti mate | ooking e mail messages t hat appear to be sent by well known banks credit card companies

onlineretailers and even Internet service providers For instance youreceive an e mail with a“ serious
| ooki ng” subject linelike* Vdrning You Mist Update Your Account Infor mation | mmediately” which
tells youtheres a problem with your account or service that requires youto verify certain infor mation
such as your password account code federal tax | D number or social security number If yourespondto
the phishing e mail as requested you have swalowed the bait The phisher can i mmediately use your
confidential i nfor mation to | oot your bank account run up tremendous charges on your credit
cards and insome cases engagein completeidentity theft

3 After Murtin Luther King Jr was assassi nated in 1968 Coretta Scott King devoted al most 38
years of herlifeto pursuing her husband sl egacy butitislessthan fair or accurateto define her
asif she werelittle morethan an annex of the martyred civil rightsleader Ms King founded

the Martin Luther King Jr Center for Nonviolent Social Change in Alanta and usedit to confront
hunger unemploy ment votingrights and racism She hasleft her mark onthe nation andis regarded as
the first lady of the civil rights move ment

4 On April 19 1943 the Ber muda Conference gatheredin order to discuss savingthe Jews of Europe
The partici pants knew of the annihil ati on of the Jews but they did everythingintheir power to
avoi d dealing withthe problem All the suggestions for rescue operati ons which the Jewish organizati ons
presented were rejected

| ndeed during this most terrible critical period of mass murder thosein power and the declared

friends of Jews did not lift afinger Thisisthe Jewishlesson of the Hol ocaust to depend on no
one The State of Israel haslearnedthislesson Sinceitsestablishment it has doneits ut most to defend
itself anditscitizens It provides a haven for any Jew wherever he may be The Jews and |srael

know t hat they can trust no one but t he nsel ves

5 Millions of people with credit cardsissued by big banks could be unable to usethem during May sales
because of t he antifraud measures t hat take effect today These may obstruct spendi ng at
this months sales The banks however are draggingtheir feet on the new antifraud“ chip and pin”
cards which are protected with a mcrochip and personal identification numbers

HSBC has ad mtted they have not yet sent new cardsto nearly athird of their customers
At hough consumers wll be able to sign for purchases for a* transitional period” retailers may be
reluctant to accept signatures and havetheright torefuseto doso Aspokesman for HSBCsaysthat they
are doing everythingthey canto make sure people have chip and pin cards as soon as possi bl e

6 Nearly two weeks after a non bailable warrant wasissued the police on Friday raided
the official residence of Jaiprakash Narayan Yadav but they drew a blank

Armed with acopy of the warrant a policeteamsearched M Yadav s Five Ashoka Road bungal ow

for about half an hour questioningsomeresidentsincludinghisservants On Cct ober 24 a courtin

Jamui in Biharissued non bailable warrants against M Yadav and four others including his brother and
RJD candidatesinthe Assembly election

This is the second time a police team armed wth a non bailable warrant raided the official
residence of a Union Mnisterinthe United Progressive Alliance Government Political commentatorssay
t hat Yadav s behavior is an affront to democracy

7 Local handset manufacturerslike N ngbo Bird and TCL have been taking share from gl obal
giantsin China capitalizing on their wder distribution networks and making up for what they lackin
techy features But statisticsindicatesthat foreign handset vendors Nokia and Mbtorola have turned the
tables on Chinas domestic producers

Do mestic vendors thrived because their strengths were foreign vendors weaknesses
Qutside companies focusedtheir sales and distri bution on Chinas hbigcities whilelocal companiesforged
sales net works out into smaller cities and rural areas Though foreign handsets have a better reputati on
for quality and features |ocal devices were brought to market very quickly and focused on fashion and
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design But now foreign companies like Nokia and Mbtorola have retooled their sales and
distributiontoreach a much wider market and take back share

8 Wiile many know hi mas Gandhi s secretary few have areal sense of therole Mahadev Desai
playedin Gandhi slife Bornin 1892 in a poor famly Mahadev studied hard acquiring alaw degree
when he was 21 |n 1917 ©Mahadev Desai was one of the earliest people who decided to work with

Gandhi  For a young man who had had alife beset with poverty and was beginningtofind hisfeet
inthe world it was a momentous decision Mhahadev hadto give up hisjobin a bank as well as
the high salary while Gandhi only offered a precarious future Inthe twenty five years

afterwards Mahadev |eft behind ani mmense trail of selfless serviceto Gandhi Its no exaggerationto
say that Mhhadev sacrificed hislife for the nation and the people he soloved

9 Brazil emphatically booked their place in the Wirld Cup quarter finals after a 41
perfor mance which left Chil ereeling Barely ten mnutes after the match began Cesar Sampaio
t ook off [ike a human dart to head homethe first goal Sampaiocrashed home asecond and Ronal do hit
thethird and fourth Ronaldo the world player of the year has now notched three goals at the Wérld

Cup

Brazilian coach Murio Zagallo could already seethe trophy in his hands but he warned that
Ronaldo despite the fact he scored two goals and twce hit the woodwork was still not at his best
For mer Brazilian star Zico also commentedthat Ronaldo hadnt pulled his weight inthe first round

10 Over the past year theauraof U S teentennissensation Andy Roddick has swell ed based on wins
Roddick 18 hascli mbedfrom No 596 inthe ATPstournament entry rankingsto No 30

After nearly afull year ontour Roddicksgameis overwhel mngly better Hs groundstrokes angle
inboundsinstead of out Hs volleying is so natural He serves accurately and fast Heis very
confident onthecourt and very humbl e off the court He neverletsthefrustrations of mssed shots get his

goat

Some tennis prodigies like Andre Agassi and Jennifer Capriati couldnt stop fame from
damagingthem Roddick|ooks asif he could persevere through tennis stardom He has an
athletic 6 foot 1 180 poundframe and now he has a headto go withit

11 Nearly a dozen foodservice executives with credentials Inresearch menu devel op ment and
purchasing gathered recently for a Health Nutrition Roundtable sponsored by Americas Beef
Producers Kraft Foods and Ventura Foods LLC chewingthefat on food and diet trends for t wo days

The panelists were joined by sponsor representatives and touched on topics ranging from
current consumer interest in healthful foods to operational challenges created by such interest to
specul ation about the* next big thing” in nutrition They also discussed new measures to combat the
growi ng problem of chil dhood obesity calling for a ban onjunk food advertisi ng

12 Speakersfrom St Joan of Arc Secondary School have demonstrated their mastery with words The
school s S2 Faith boys have takenthe hiscuit at the 56th Hong Kong Schools Speech Festival

No fewer than 37 studentsfrom S1 and S6 took part in the solo verse speaking prose reading and
Bibl e reading sections Al students underwent intensive training from md September to the end of
November During the first week of November all contestants attended a propaedeutic
perfor mance intheschool in ordertogain moreconfidencein performnginfront of an audi ence as well
astolearnthetechniques of reciting a poemor reading prose or the Bible

Mbst of t he students wererookie public speakers They worked very hard during practices and
their efforts paid off Staff and students ai med at achieving better results next year

13 For six year old Rohit goingtoschool was becomng anight mare Hsscoresinspelling had dropped
remarkably and he wasnt ableto recogni ze al phabets Hs classmates often pulled hisleg taking
advantage of thefact that he couldnt even spell“ bat” or“ dog”

Rohit is affected by dyslexia Dyslexia alifelonglanguage based|earning disability ischaracterized
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by difficulties with accurate or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abhilities
At hough affected children have [anguage processing and learning difficulties they can do ot her things
quite well

Though thereis no specific cure for dyslexia certain ways can be devel oped to assuage t he
inability The childs teacher and parents should be extremely patient with the child and work on the
inherent talentsthat the child has develop them and encouragethemto be used more often

14 1n 1997 Steve Jobsreturnedto Apple the company he helpedstartin 1976 Shortly after hisreturn
Dell s founder and chair man Mchael Dell was asked at atechnol ogy conference what mght be doneto
fix Apple then deeplytroubledfinancially Dell said “ | dshutit down and givethe money back to the
sharehol ders ”

Since returning to Apple Jobs has revitalized the company s computer business and
createdits wldly successful i Pod division |n 2000 he pulled the company out of its fi nancial nose dive
Last week the 12 percent surgein Apples stock price pushed the company s market capitalization to

72 13 billion passing Dell s value of 71 97 hillion Last Friday afternoon after the close of the
stock market apparently savoring the moment Jobs sent a brief e mail message to Apple
empl oyees suggesting that Mchael Dell should eat his words

15 By word of mouth l|eaflets passed handto hand and email messages student activists are building a
grassroots net work for the June 24“ MIlions for Muma” marchesin Philadel phia “ MIllions for
Muma” is a fundraising campaign built to save Muima AbuJamal an African American political
prisoner on death row in Pennsylvania Students are moving heaven and earth to stop the execution of
Muima

On June 7 students planto hold news conferencesin 11 cities Therethey wll recall how Mima
Abu Jamal first became a target of gover nment subjugati on when he joined the Black Panther
Party They will point out how the award w nning journalist was charged in 1981 wth killing a white
Phil adel phia cop and how his poalitical affiliations were used by prosecutorstojustify the death
penalty after atrial ridd ed with bias

16 Thursday night s speech by President Bush was a mere down pay ment onthe extraordinary outl ay
that wll be neededtorebuild New Qleans The presidentisinthe unenviable position of havingto
accommodate some 200 billion or morein unantici pated expendituresto helpthefamlies of theregion

This president inherited a budget surplus fromthe previous admnistration —a cushion that could
have been usedto softenthe budgetary bl ow of exactlythissort of monetary emergency He has made his
bed by recklessly wastingthat surplus on bl oat ed government spending recklesstax cutsfor his
wealt hy pals and an even more reckless war in Iraq

200 hillionis not asmall number Bush needsto workto make surespendingisi mplemented wisely
onthe Katrinareconstruction

Appendix 4 Instructionfor thethink al oudtask

idions
rain cats and dogs bringthe
house down

16
thi nk al oud
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| mafraid |l dont have green fingers | ve killed every plant | ve ever owned

“ Itsreallydifficulttosee what they want ” said a Hong Kong sourcein London “ They keep
on muddyingthe waters by raising ot her political issues ”

continued fromp 41
2 skateboard
A | dont remember havingseen this word before
B | have seenthis word before but I dont know what it means

C | haveseenthis word before and | thinkit means synony m or translati on
D | can usethis wordin asentence wite a sentence
3 clerinet

A | dont remember havingseenthis word before

B | haveseenthis word before but I dont know what it means

C | haveseenthis word before and I thinkit means Synony m or translation
D | can usethis wordin asentence wite a sentence

Vocabulary Recognition Test
please choose the correct meaning of the followng words

1 reawaken a b C d

2 skateboarding a b C d

3 concretelined a b c d
4 ditch a b c d

29



