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Abstr act
To devel op the students communicative competencein order to be qualified in their future work the

seafarer s post isthe n® or educational ai minthefield of Muriti ne This paper summnarizes so ne useful and
efficient nethods and practicesto nmaketeachi ng more effective and to hel pstudentslearn better onthe basis of
integrated teaching approaches especialy the CBI the communicative approach the natural approach
Languageis bei ngtaught depend onthestudents analysis Successful learni ngshoul d belearner centered andin
real lifecommunication Teacher needsto supply authentic materias good comprehensibleinput andlowthe
affective filter to motivate the students learning Ibreover teacher is suggested to establish an English
learning environ nent vialearning English through English and teachi ng English through English
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1 Introduction

Communicative competence in the foreign language is the ability to communicate wth native
speakersinreal life situations —aut hentic interpersonal communication that cannot be separated from
the cultural paralinguistic and nonverbal aspects of language Spolsky 1978 A person who possesses
communicative competencein a foreignlanguage

—can construct” long stretches” of | anguage in speaking and witing

—is ableto understand messagesfroma variety of sources correctly

—can find ways to adapt his language to deal wth msunderstandings breakdowns in
communication

—understandslinguistic rules correctly

—can use thelinguistic rules spontaneously and with ease

—canjudgeif hisintended message has been correctly understood

—caninteract appropriatelyin a variety of social situations

—uses a culturally acceptabletoneto avoi d bei ng perceived as ot her foreignlanguage speakers

Accordingtothespecificrequirements of the STCW 78 95 convention made by | MD the seafarers
arerequired to be competent in using English for professional purposes For seafarers to be ableto
communicate effectively and efficiently they needto be ableto use and understand Englishin a variety of
situations  Miinly there are two aspects for themto achieve i e “ Being able to use English” and
“ Being able to understand English” The for mer means that the seafarer can combine the*“ building
bl ocks” of languageto express hi nself clearly and appropriatelyinspeaking and witing Thelatter means
t hat t he seafarer caninterpret messagesthat he hears andreads correctly and comprehensibly stipulated
inthe STCW convention for example the seafarers should havethe adequate know edge of the English
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|anguage t o use charts ot her nautical publications understand meteorol ogical infor mation  messages
communicate with other ships coast stations performthe duties with a multilingual crew communicate
with passengers during an emergency Wien a seafarer can demonstrate the ability to do this he
proves his communicative competencein English

This paper will make some consi derati ons and suggestions on howto foster thestudents seafarers
communicative competencein mariti me English training

2 Students centered Teaching

Teachi ng“ can be successful onlyifitisdirectlyrelevant tostudentsandtheir|ives” Language skills
“ can be acquired as students seek meaning and processtextsthat are of interest tothem” Johns 1997
Students centeredteachi ng encourages active learning via student involvement Students are encouraged
tothink about and experi ment wth |anguage wth the teacher providing guidance supervision and
encouragement \Wiile teachers direct and facilitate learning students thenselves have ulti mate
responsibility for their own progress Students who have a well devel oped appreciation of their own
learning style and preferences can enablethemto build ontheir strengths and i mprovetheir weaknesses
The teacher” is no more than a facilitat or who gives students spaceto voicetheir owninterestsintheir
own discourses” Cope Kalantzis 1993 5 Teachers can assist students to become aware of their
personal |earning by encouragi ng studentsto reflect upontheir own progress on a regular basis

3 Students Analysis

Students anal ysis can givet wo ki nds of i nf or mati on for teaching nereflectsthe students possessi on
—their current | evel of competenceinlanguage The other represents what students want to achieve It
Isimportant to understand students learning needs in order to plan and prepare mariti me English
training objectives ains syllabus curriculum materials resources i mplement mariti me English
training deliver trainingtosuitindividual needs and learningstyles wthin appropriateti me evaluate
mariti me English training assess Progress by comparing results with desired outcomes of training
establish what needsto be coveredinfuture If students want to communicateindependently asseafarers
in an international environment they require continuously appropriate training Successful training or
teachingis based on theteacher understanding and respondi ng to students needs Needs analysis can be
done at the start of the course —to provide essential infor mation about individual seafarers Needs
anal ysis can be an ongoing procedure to hel p decide the focus of training and foll ow students progress
(hgoi ng needs analysis can help the teacher decide the focus of the teaching Snow Snow Mt
CGenesee 1989 points out “ Language acquisition is further facilitated and motivation increased if the
infor mation acquiredis highly rel evant t o students personal and educati onal goals”

4 Authentic Materials

Aut hentic materials areresources which were not designed specifically for Mariti me English|anguage
teaching but which can be adapted for this purpose Students are exposed to natural use of Englishin
aut hentic materials Authentic materials can provide good models of |language and add varietyto text book
routine They can increase students motivation to understand “ real” English [|f simple tasks are
prepared authentic materials can be used even by students with alow |language level They can be
sourced form International Mariti me Organization | MD  shipping companies national legislators
college technical depart ments the internet and so on In mariti me English training the authentic
materialsinclude ships correspondence company manuals fleet standing instructions recordings of
conversation on board aship industryjournals newspapers radioand TV prograns etc Teachersalso
can build up a bank of resources to supplement authentic materials such as collecting draw ng visual
I magesto cover a range of topics designing role play situations and cards preparing flashcards for
vocabulary and pronunciation practice

5 Comprehensible | nput

| nput isthe term used to describe new infor mation that teachers select and present to students
Krashen 1982 1985 asserts that “ Language is most efficiently acquired when presented through
comprehensibleinput that just beyond thelearner s current proficiency level” Inteaching the teacher
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needsto utilizethe comprehensibleinput known asi 1linput thatisjust beyond students competence
but not beyond the students understanding Therefore Li mtingthe amount of new input is essential
regardless of the topic Presenting language step by step in small sections is more effective than
overl oading students with alot of new materials all at once Teachers also need to take account of the
amount of ti me spent oninput t hat wll be deter mned by t he ai ns of thelesson and the know edge of t he
students

6 Affective Filter

Krashen and Terrell Krashen  Terrell 1983 argue that the affective filter preventsinput from
bei ng used for | anguage acquisition and learner whoistense angry anxious or bored may filter out t he
input makingit unavailable for acquisition The filter wll be“ up” when the learner is stressed self
conscious or unmotivated It wll be* down” when thelearner isrelaxed and motivated Lightbown
Spada 2002 Thus positive motivation and right attitude play ani mportant roleinlanguage acquisition
Students who are much motivated positive and respond well do contribute to a good rapport and a
productive | earning at mosphere Once students get used to being more involved during lessons they
become more motivatedtolearn WWMenthey are motivatedtolearn they usually become more successf ul
at English Joanna Heather 2000 Teacher needsto actually supply good comprehensibl ei nput and| ow
the affectivefilterinthe classroom

7 Learning English Through English

Like children who* pick up” their first language students can also“ pick up” certain amount of
languageinthe class giventheright conditions This process of secondlanguage acquisition occurs when
students have consistent exposure to English that isjust alittle above their own level Even though the
students may not understand every word that the teacher says they can often be hel ped to guess the
meaningif the context is madeclear tothem for example throughthe use of pictures diagranms charts
and gestures Clear language context is a very i mportant part of communicative teaching as it helps
students devel op t he skillsthey need for understandinglanguagein real lifesituation

8 Teaching English Through English

Teaching Englishthrough English establishes an English speaking environment in the class Instead
of using the students first |anguage to talk about English teachers explainin English The teacher s
|anguage issi mplifiedtosuit the students |evel and clear situational contexts are created to demonstrate
meani ng usi ng combi nati ons of pictures drawings diagrans and gesture Although translation can be a
quick and useful way for ateacher to provide a brief expl anation or check understanding over use of the
student s first language sometimes referred to asthe L1 does not give them the chance to acquire
English nor to develop i mportant® discovery” strategies The more English t hat students are exposed to
the more famliar they wll become withit andthe morelikely they aretolearnto” thinkin English”
Thisis especially i mportant if the students haveli mted accessto English outsidethe class Teachers can
maxi mze t he students exposuretothelanguage by using English for the majority of communicationinthe
class and by encouraging the students to speak English as much as possible Even wth beginners
translation should be used only when the teacher judgesit to be necessary not as the main means of
instruction

9 Real Life Communication

Students need to use language in realistic ways e g asking discussing negotiating for realistic
purposes e g finding out information exchanging opinions solving problens Wil e actively using
English for tasks students can acquire language from each ot her and also practise communicatingin a
soci al context Real |ifecommunicationis usually based onthe needto exchangeinfor mati on of any ki nd
For example the captain of aship may give aninstruction to the chief engineer the duty officer may
require areport fromthe coast guard aseafarer may read a personal letter In each of these examples
people are exchanginginfor mation for a specific reason This exchange can bei mtated in thelanguage
class by creating a context for studentsto shareinfor mation t hat they have been given by speakingto one
or more people Thistype of activity mayinvolve pairs groups or the whol e cl ass exchangi nginfor mati on
si multaneously
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10 Concl usion

In conclusion accordingto Wlltons 1992 2 claim thecommunicative competenceisthe capacity
to performa range of occupationally and professionally relevant communicative tasks with members of
another cultural andlinguistic community usingthelanguage of that community whether that community
Is domestic or abroad Thestudents thus needto understand how social contexts and specific situati ons
influencethe choice of language and type of communication They also needto knowthe conventions for
using the language in specific situations e g wusing the telephone witing a telex and more
I mportantly they should know some strategies for coping with msunderstanding in the event that
communicati on breaks down Teaching then needstoreflect genuine use of language so that t he student
I's equi pped for communicatingin“ the real world”
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